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HEADQUARTERS
818TH ENGINEER AVIATION BATTALION

UNIT EISTORY
JANUARY 194

During the month of Jammary, the life aud activities of the Battaliom
did mot differ greatly from the previous four momths; that is, until a
mevement was exscuted at the very close of the momth, All aspects of the
:t, eonstruction, administration ani recreztion contimued at Homingtom as

'ore,

Barly in the year, on the 7th of Jamuary, important promotioms in
Company "B werf ammoumced, 8/Sgt, Raymond L, Hardy, 35255981, was appointed
the Pirst Sergeant of the company. Two Sergeants, George G, Aldridge, 35256022,
and Henry E, Buezek, 32233000, were promoted to the grade of Staff Sergeant asd
platoon sergeants,

Other than the promotions mentioned, the only other moticeable change
among enlisted persommel of the battalion were a few losses, On 4 Jawmary;
Prt, Lucian Shinabarger, 39185874, Company "A", was transferred under guard to
the 2912th Training Center (par, ¢, S0 No, 332, Hq, KBS, 28 Dec
1943). Pvt, Anirew B, Beauchamp, 36170527, Headquarters & Servioce, Compexy,
was transferred under guard to the ETO Disei Training Genter on 17
Jamuary (par. 10, 80 No, 1k, Hq, EBS, 1i Jan 194) and was followsd by Pvt,

§
)
i
E
3
i

par, 19, 80 No, 17, g, ‘ENS, 17 Jan 1944). Pfo, Charles V. Berrett, 33399977,
nyog-tdonﬂhmw par. 34, SO No, 19, Hg, 10th Hepl Depot, WES, 19 Jan

two changes ococurred among the officers of the unit, ILt, Dewsmap

received his\promotion to Pirst Lisutemant on 1 Jammary (par, 10, SO No, 1,

ETNOURA, 1) Jen 19G4). And om the iwemty fifth of the momth, Lt, Angle was
assigned £o Company "B", leaving his forwsr duties at Company *C".

As to the mission, by 26 Jammry it was approximately 92% cospleta, A
‘mm‘ Nissen, WO, Robin, Rommey, Sece, T-2 Hangars, Transit
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The copditions at Great Barrington were the worst emcountered since the
early days of overseas service, A portion of a half-comstructed, supposedly
winterised camp, situated on the estate of a Colonsl Wingate, was assigned to
the battalion, Nissem huts were available only for headquarters installationms.
mnm@mndebmtnnmmnun-. In the middle of the
English winter, stoves to heat the tents were not available for two weeks,
‘!h.q-hrnpmmfadtohwﬂmﬂ-mh\hm
water supply was ocut off. Facilities for messing, for almost any other purpose,
were at & minimum, It was two weeks before the battalion began to be comfort-
ably settled,

mmameun.mwa“nm-umormuu.
On 27 Jamary, it was relieved of further attachment to Eastern Base Section
and from assigmeent to the Eighth Air Force (Ltr, USSTAP, 23 Jan 19k, 322,
sul “sot; "Assigment of Units"), and was assigoed as part of the Ninth £ir
Fore. "atbu.m,qurun,lmhurhm,-htbhttd.tut

of awe - ~a= Rasdouarter-, soon to be the IX Commapd (par. 6,
Q0 No. 22, Hg, Nimtn aaxr swswe, ﬂJlllm). .
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- SECRET 3
s -Auth: CO nEAB :
s Inft: ot H
: Date: 4 Mar 1944

HEADCUARTERS
818TH ENGINEER AVIATION EBATTALION
A.P.C. 638, U S ARMY

FEBRUARY 19L!
UNIT HISTORY - S1A8TH RNGINEER AVI

Organization - Negative.
Strength, commissioned and enlisted - 30 _of{icers, 776 M
Yovement : Negative

Casualties - Negative.

Decorations - Negative.

BSI Contl Ne
S11358
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HEADUARTERS
818TH ENGINEER AVIATION BATTALION

UNIT
FEBRUARY 1944

The first few days at Great Barrington, Oxford, were passed in houdekeeping

and im making preparations for the coming training period. A regular program of =
six days of training, eight hours a day, and one day off @ week for the entire
battalion was planned and approved by the 926th Engineer Aviation Regiment, the \

unit pesponsible to Engineer Headquarters for the training of subordinate unitsy

The training program was under way by the second of the month. At the qutseds
emphasis was placed on basic infantry training with intensive physical exercigss
Close order, extended order, manual of arms, the use of the obstacle caungse,
calisthenics and other simple but necessary classes were stressed durifig the
first week. As the battalion became better trained, emphasis was plaeced“er more
advanced subjects such as the laying and clearing of mine fields, tamouflage and
combat principles. A ten mile and a fifteen mile hike in conjunetion‘with an
overnight bivouac in Barnsley Wold, Gloucestershire were taken by each company.
Although the battalion was handicapped all during the period b b¥ing unable to
acquire the necessary prepared training aids, the program ‘during thic month was
well planned and executed.

In addition to the regular training exercises,«members of the battalion were
afforded the opportunity to engage in specializedstraining. Several enlisted men
were detailed to radio and cryptographic schools|to pecome specialists which the
organization badly needed. Lt Merbitz and a gfouphef motor pool personnel attended
a school in vehicle waterproofing to prepape them for future operations. A small
group of gunners were sent to Northern IreYand to a course in firing the 50 cal.
anti-aircraft machine gun. The remaindef 9f Bhe gunners of the unit were given the
opportunity to visit a range at lineheadi Somerset, to fire the 50 cal., the 30
cal., machine guns and the 37M{ anti-pank gun. Later in the month, another group
of men under It Dewsnap and It Lund atténded an anti-aircraft course at an Army
Adr Force station in southerm Eagland.

Further training and eXperlence was gained by units of the organization by
two missions assigned to_thesbattalion by regimental headquarters. Lt Widowski
and the second platoon.$f Go & Zeft Great Barrington for Ashford, Kent, to
construct a Putler combdt hangar at an airfield there, a job which, under un-
favorable condition§,/lasted fifteen days( FO# 5, Hq, 926th Engr Avn Regt, 3
Feb 1944). On the twentfeth of the month, Lt Pearson proceeded to Patcham, Sussex,
accompanied byfotl n men, to build a takeoff for 2 Flying Fortress which had
made a forced linding on the Bnglish countryside while returning from a mission
over Eurgpey, The Fort took to the air before the end of the month( FO# 11, Hg,
926th frfgr ivn Regt, 20 Feb 1944).

Durifg the month, the organization increased in enlisted strength. Pfc
James J. Collura, 31068623, a former member transferred to the hospital, reported
on 3 February( par 13, SO# 30, Hg, 10th Repl Dep, 30 Jan 194%4). Two other former
members rejoined their units the following day when Tec 5 Jack C Hart, 39385537,
and Pfc Jacob G Goldman, 31068377, reported for duty( par 15, SO# 30, Hg, 10th
Repl Dep and par 63, SO# 30, Hg, 10th Repl Dep, 30 Jan 1944). On 6 February, Tec
3 Joseph L Terrill, 7001121, Tec /4 James E Xatthews, 13017178, Tec 5 James E
Welchel, 6973614, and Tec 5 Joseph A Bigrar, 33028178, were placed &n temporary
duty with the battalion pending -the receipt of permanent transfer orders( par 1,
SO# 18, Hg, 926th Engr Avn Regt, 6 Feb 1944 ).

Losses in the battalion were extremely few. Tec 4 Earl F Oesterreich, 36302708,
was relieved from assignment to the battalion and transferred to the Air Corps, to
be returned to the United States for training as an Aviation Cadet( par 9, SO¥ 41,
Hq, ETOUSA, 10 Feb 1944 ). Pvt Andrew J Wosnock, 33252770, Co A was transferred to
58th Ceneral Hospital 24 Feb 1944, and Sgt Francis Schmid, Co B, was assigned to
the same organization on the last day of the month.

- L e
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ey A:non;.t?m nf"if:ev.'s, Lt Hill, the Supply Officer, and Lt Smith, commanding
Co B, received promotions to the rank of captain on the first of the month(
0# 32, Hg, ETOUSA, 1 Feb 194L).
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AUTH:' CO, 926th EAR
INITIALS TR s
DATE: 3 Feb 19LL

Sesscscsssssscssencessngt

926th ENGR AVN FEGD
APO 633, U. S. Armg
031200 Feb 19M4

FIELD ORDER )

NUMBER 5 )

Map: GSGS 3907, Sheet No, 126
I. INFORMATION: No change.

II. MISSIOH:
3+ 926th Engr Avn Regt is assigned misiion)of erecting two Butler Type
Combat Hangars; one at AIG in vicinity of Ashferd, Kent; other at ALG in vicinity
of ioodchurch, Kent.

III, DETACHMENT:
8. 818th Engr Avn En will moveAMilegessary troops by unit transportation
to ALG, ref (405585) near Ashford, iénd, ¥6 erect one Putler Type Combat Hangar in
location shown on annex 1, SW end of\Gupway.

e e e e e e e e
c. (1) In accompighment of mission the assigned troops will consider
the Butler Hangar as their ‘primary subject of instruction.
(2) It is(impergtive that camouflage discipline be maintained.
(3) Troops\and vehicles will not be allowed on runways, taxiways, or
hardstandings at any tdme.
(4) V4¥sidns will be accomplished by 142400 February 194k.

IV. a, (1) Rations for detached wnits will be supplied by the respective

battalipfis.
(2) POL products Contract Station Ashford, Kent; petrol available

at Woodehwrélt, phone Brooklyn 239. :
(3 Hangars drawn from G-45 (release No. SR 20500-G) and moved to
sites by your own troops. Contact Lt. Gray (phone Newbury 1349).

be (1) Billets available at fingsnorth. Contact F/Lt, Robinson, phone
Ashford 738, ### Billets unlighted and unheated. Some wood available, lust haul
water. No beds or bedding available.
(2) Vo latrine facilities available. Straddle teenches prohibited,
Battalions furnish bucizets and arrange waste disposal.

ge Upon arrival contzct this headquarters and Engr. Hg, Ninth AF direct,
giving exchange and telephone number of their unit at new location.

d. Upon completion submit complete statistical report to this headguarters
on all phases of the mission, including troopsmovements.

OFFICIAL SECREZI DOUGAN
SRR N Comdg.
8/ Ray s
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:Auth: CO, 818th-EAB
:Init: @'

:Date: LApr~ 1944

ADLL 196

HEAD UARTERS
818TH “NCINEER AVI.TION BATTALIN
APO 638, U.S. Army

4 Apr 1944
MARCH 194k

UNIT HISTORY - 81S8TH ENGINEER AVIATION BATTALION
Organization - Negative.

Strength, commissioned and enlisted - RO officers, 771 HM.
Movement - Negative.

Casualties - Negative.

Decorations - 3/Sgt. Johm\&. fwens, 34116788, L;gion of Merit.

gl

1s¥ It CE
\ Historian
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HEAD?UARTERS
818TH ENGINEER AVIATION BATTALION

UNIT HISTORY
MARCH 1944

The month of March was one of the most active months in the history of the
battalion. At one time or ancther, almost every member of the battalion wa
absent on temporary duty. Three missions were assigned during the month, and =
det achment from the organization was detailed to participate in a landing
exercise held on the southern coast of England. At one stage, only nine officers
and less than 300 enlisted men were still in Great Barrington.

On 2 March, Lt, Henry and the M].atoon of Company "C", with attached
personnel, which gradually amounted Yo some L5 enlisted men, departed for
Grittleton, iWiltshire. The mission of the detachment was the establishment of
a tented camp for reception of the 873th A/B Engineer Aviation Battalion
arriving from the United States (FO #13, Head-uarters, 926th Engineer Aviat ign
Regiment, 28 February 194k). By the fourteenth of the month, all detaifs a®
Grittleton were complete and the personnel returned to their~station.

Lt. Batchelder, with the first platoon, Company "B, and attaclf®W pesSonnel,
gradually amounting to a total of approximately 65 men left Great Barrihgton on
the fourth to erect a Butler combat hangar at Staplehurst, Surrdy XFON#1L, 2 March
1944). The deadline established for the assembly of the hangar wag/imet and on the
16th of March the detail returned to their organization.

Company "A", minus 25 men, was detatled on temporary dugy to Membury,
Wiltshire, on /4 March. The company was assigned the @apstpuction of a Marshalling
Area of pierced plank at an Army Alr Force Station (f0 #32, Hq. 926th Engr Awn Regt,
27 Feb 1944). The assignment was completed on th€ Bate established and the unit
rejc’ned the battzlion on the tenth.

. On 7 March, Col. Hall led a detachmeny of\tife battalion on Exercise "FIX"
(FO #2, Hq. 29th Inf. Div., 5 Mar 19LJ) y=~Edeven officers and 1.3 enlisted
personnel left Great Barrington for the(géugh coast to participate in a loading
and unloading exercise, climaxed wit)rphe=donstruction of an emergency landing
field. The exercise was a success apf the mission accomplished. A week later,
the party returned to camp.

Lt. Lund and Lt. Dewsnafh were®at an Eighth Air Force Machine Gun School with
thirty gunners. On 10 Karch,/Lt. Henry left the job at Grittleton and with Lt.
0'Malley took another detail™gf Ahirty men to the same course. It was at this
point that only 7 officegs Wnd”less than one third of the battalion was on duty
at Great Barringtond

The regnlar~tpaining of the battalion continued as best possible under
circumstances. “ining on the rifle range continued and, during the two months
of firipg;~95% of®the personnel fired the wearon with which armed. All availsble
memberd 6f the unit were put through an infiltration course.

StiYe=fater in the month, two other, groups were ordered to attend service
courses. On 22 March, Lt. Tidowski and 61, men journeyed to Northern Ireland
+o receive the Eighth Air Force Cal. .50 AA School. And a group of eixteen men
were detailed to attend a waterproofing school on 26 March.

The first decoration to be conferred upon a member of the battalion was
presented on 17 March. M/Sgt. John C. Owens had been awarded the Legion of
Merit, for meretorious service as the battalion motor sergeant since July 1942
(GO #17, Sec 1I, Hq ETOUSA, 16 Feb 19LL). The medal was presented to Sgt. Owens
by Brigadier General James B. Newman, commanding Engineer Headquarters, ct a
Regimental parade in which the 926th, the 216th and 830th took part.
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The entire battalion, lees Headcuarters & Service Company, departed from
Great Barrington on a three day exercise, 23 March with stripped T/BA and a three
day supply of "C" and "K" rations, The unit left camp et 1015 hours by motor
transport. At 1300 hours the same day, field headgquarters in a 2i-ton truck
was established at Brockhampton, Gloucestershire, and camp was pitched. During
the afternoon the letter companies executed assigned missions and the battalion
operated as normal. In the evening, a movie was shown in camp with a field
arrangement for the projector.

After further exercises the following morning, the battalion broke camp at
Brockhampton at ) hours and moved by motor march to Guitting Yood, Gloucester-
shire, a distance of /4 miles, arriving at 1600 hours. Again the battalion
pitched camp and exercises were held during the night and the following morning.
At 1300 hours on 25 larch, the exercise came to z clnse and the unit proceeded
back to Great Barrington.

With the close of the exercise, the training period of the battaljon ~ige
to a close. The unit received a warning order that it was to move at the clo%¥
of the month. During the training mission, the unit had received valugbls
conditioning. Aside from the physical training, the refreshing of members in
basic infantry training and in long marches, which they had largely fomgotten,
the training received in weapons firing, in the use of the machine Pwns and
37 mm guns, experience in the waterproofing of vehicles and acthadparticipation
in an embarking and loading exercise would prove helpful to #he umit in future
operations. ¥ork on steel plank and on combat hangars adde@\to the battalions'
qualifications. The static conditions of the preceding yé&gr were discarded and
to a great extent, the desired mobility of a wnit of tHe“type was achieved.
Bivouacing and training in the field and, last but ndt™\least, imowledge gained
in the bad and good of the "C" and "K" ration, all_hélped to make the unit a
more well rounded one.

As if to prove that the program had beenla rugsed one, ten men were lost
to the battalion during March. Pvt. Ruben«]. DBawson, 35803259, Tec 5. Mitchell
Moore, 35256300, Pfc. William R. Goodwing=~35855428, Tec 5. Earle S, Connell,
31068310, Cpl. Eli H. Kraman, 32199003, (T¢c 5. Roscoe P, Miller, 35255037,

Pvt. Sol Geier, 32115642, Pvt. Albery™P. Melss, 37616292, Tec 5. Ralph Leonard,
33131565, Pvt. Chester E. Troxell, 3%#980L0, were all transferred from the
organization to hospitals,

Only five new men were agsIgnéd to the battalion. Two of those reporting,
Tec 3. Everett L. iickizer,(35255134 and Sgt. Francis Schmid, 36045669, who
Joined on 10th and 26th gf\the(mgnth, were former members of the unit (par. 7,
SO #61, Hg. 10th Repl D8pot,>1“M¥ar 1944 and par. 23, SO #78, Hg. 13th Repl Contl
Depot, 23 Mar 194L)./ PfcMMarcus G. Smith, 38553946, Pvt. Robert G. Gosser,
35679260 and Pvt. Irwihg/F. Mann, 36650527 reported to the unit on 18 March, on
temporary dutyy pedding the arrival of permanent assignment orders (par. 4, SO
#35, Hg 926th Efgr kvn Regt, 18 Mar 1944).

A fes chynges also occurred among the officers. On 5 March, Capt. Smith
was relle%ed)of command of Company "B", was assigned to Engineer Head-uarters,
and Capt.\Jomh M. Frassrand, 0387906, was received as a replacement (par. 15
and 16, SO #69, Hq Ninth Air Force, 9 Mar 1944). 4Also on 5 March, 2nd Lt,
Geesler, who had been absent on detached service since April last, was relieved
of assignment to the unit and was transferred to the Engineer Bridge Schocl,

S0S (par. 21, SO #58, Hq. ETO, 27 Feb 1944).

g The‘g;‘t;taiion was findlly brought up to the limits in officer rank with the
promotion of Chaplain Arnold to Captain. (par. 2, SO #75, Hq ETOUSA, 15 Mar 194L).
A1l grades allowed by the T/O were occupied.

The battalion began preparation for the move contemplated on the first of
the next month. On 25 March, orders were received to exscute a permanent change
of station to Alconbury, HMuntingdonshire (1tr, Engr H;, Ninth Air Force, 25 Mar
1944). Preparations were made accordingly. Two days prior to movement, verbal
orders from Engineer Command were received through the Regimental commander that
the change of station was to be made to North Witham, Linconshire. Orders were
received the following day and, again plans were macde accordingly (1tr. Engr Hg,
Ninth Air Porce, file 370.5, 29 Mar 1944).

Baia
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Auth: C.0. 926th EAR

926th Engr Avn Regt
FIELD OHUER) APQ 638, U.S% Anwy
: 2(i2w reb. @AYRL

NUMBER 12)

Maps: Ordnance Survey Mpa oI i _w.. and Wales, scale 1/63360. _shaets
112 and 113.

K. a. See cuiseuu 1nveriigence deata.

b. No change.

TI. Pierced plank mersh=lling eress will be construcbed 3t lembury and elford
Park in accordance with drawinge, appendix I and &poendix IT. Marshalling areas
adjacent to runways will be 300 ft x 100 ft (ipeuging existing pavements), plus
200 foot fillets zs shown in drawings.

8. Construction will be com leted prigrMéo 2400 hours 11 larch 194k,

b. TYour attention is directed t¢ ¥ nPpfheer Bulletin No. 115, Headguarters,
ET0, Office of the Chief Lngineer, daged/25 Jenuary 19L4 for installation methods.

IIT.a. The 213th Engineer .viatidp Battalion will be responsible for pierced
plank construction at Membupf(7h5955)..

b. The £30th Engineér\.Wizfion Battalion will be responsible for pierced
plank constrmction at_jedord Fark (850932)

IV. a. Supply
Class I -\ To be arranged for locally by units coneemmed,

§1&ss , ;¥ - - Organic e nipmer 111 be utilized. idditionzl requirements

will be ki itioned verbally om this headquarters.

Class IIL - =

M e
wJAsS

g IV - -

Alr Serviae

in the most expeditio wnner for
nuubeérs s follows:

Vembur;
ielford
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15 Warch 1944

2. Ammouncement is made of the temp promotion of the following O, Minth
AP to gr indiceted in AUS w/rank fr date of this omder:

1st It to Capt

MORXIS F, ARNOLD, 0511972, Ch C

By comnend of General ZISEN-OWER:

R.B. LORD,
Brigédier Generel, GSC,
Deputy.Ghief of Staff
OFFICIAL:
R, B, LOVEIT,
Brigadier General, USi, Adjutaft General

TRUE COFY:

JAMLS J, CORRAL
1st Lt, 818th Enge.Avn Bn
Adjutant
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HEADJUARTERS
926TH ENGINEER AVIATION REGIVENT
AP0 638, UsS., Army
] 16 Mar 1944
SPECIAL ORDERS )
NO 35)

EXTRACT

4 The following named EM, having reported to this orgn on temp"® dy
per par 8, 80 59, Engr Hg, Ninth AP, 15 Mar 194, WP to orgns ipdicated on
temp dy, pending receipt of perranent asgnt O.

818th Engr Avn Bn

Pfc Marcus C. Smith, 38553946 éOl}
Pvt Robert C, Gosser, 35679260 <27
Pvt Irving F, Mann, 36650527 20 )

3y order of Lieyfertggy Colonel DOUGAN:

LLR

JARL R, L
Capt, 926tir Engr Awvn Regt
djutant

A TRUE_GQPY :

JAES J, CORRAL
1st Lt. ¢1th Engr Avn Bn
Adjutant
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- HEAD JUARTERS
TH REPLACEMENT CONTROL DEFOT
APO 638, UsS. ammy
21 March, 1944
SPECTAL ORDZRS )

NUMBIR 78 )

23, The following named Em, Repl Fool, 13th RCD, are trfd in fr &
orgns and stas as indicated, Rations in kind will be furn by P ghWNe ~
travelineg, TIX by rail or @&, 91-5 P 431-02 A 212/40425, (Perh ghgf sts)

Sgt Francis (T Schmid (059) 36035669 818TH ZGR 3N (AVNNSTANGREAT BARRINGTO!
By order of Lt, Col, WiR3HALL:

LIROY C. FUTCHISON
c Air Corps

Laptain,

Adjutant
OFFICIaL:
/8/ LEROY C, HIPCHISON
/T/ LEROY C, HUDCHISON
Captain, Air Corps
Ad jutant

4 TRUS COFY:

JAMES J% CQRRAL
J=t It. AGth Bngr, Awn. Bn,
ddjubant
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SECRET
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Departed Kefftg?in

. > - B & .
march for permanent change ofmgt&iZAn

same date (for movem=nt ¢f qib-Wydinate units

L. GCasualties - NOhp.

5. Decorationf ~\NoQst

S 11360
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HEAD UARTERS
818TH ENCINEER AVIATION BATTALICN

UNIT HISTORY

APRIL 194k

The month of April opened with the movement of the battalion on the very
first day. At 0830 hours, the unit left Great Barrington en route to North
Witham in accordance with orders previously received. The motor convoy moved
as planned and halted for lunch north of Bedferd, Colonel Hall, who had
preceded the battalion to North Witham by a few hours, met the convoy at this
point. He issued instructions that the nit should proceed to Kettering,
Northamptonshire, and not to North Witham, on the verbal orders of the
Commanding Officer, Eastern Base Section. At 1530 hours, the battalion took
its staticn at the EES Transient Camp #1, on the estate of the Duke of
Buccleugh. g

The official status of the unit at this point was not clear. UnofNcially,
the unit, a part of the newly activated I¥ Enginesr Command, Ninth Air(FoRge,
was to be attached again to Eastern Base Section. Orders on the change\usre
never received and confusion as to the exact duties the unit was te peRform
added to problems. The Engineer at VIII District, EBS, seemed ponhag no
doubts as to the status of the organization from a technical poinf Jand assigned
various construction missions. As far as administrative and(sWpphy were
concerned, however, the unit seemed to be neither fish nopf feul,*being part
Eastern Base Section and part IX Engineer Command, with_a %guch of the EBS
Transient Camp #1 added.

After almost two years in the United Kingdomg=tie organization was not too
proud to be established in a transient camp used(forjthe benefit of incoming
units from the United States. After arrival,fheN\ushal housekeeping was done
and assignments were eagerly awaited. In the\neaptime, the battalion had to be
contented with making improvements, such a® lat¥ines, grease traps, etc., on
the transient camp, a far cry from the gBhstiuction of an $8,000,000 aerodrome
at Great Dunmow.

The camp, as such, was a great M@provement over that at Great Barrington.
It was well arranged, with adequdtejuts for battalion and headcuarters
installations. Sanitary facilitieg were more than enough. Kkven the tented
living areas were better thaff\uswal. Even its location, in Burton Park, only
two miles from Kettering, wag/ahgve the average.

The battalion ag.a wnit’ did not remain in Kettering for long. As
construction missionfs Mere assigned, detachments and campanies of the outfit
moved to the sites|oftlife missions, all movements by the verbal orders of the
Commanding Office¥y-Bastern Base Section. Lt. Pearson and the second platoon
of Company "C" nitbyell to the AAF Station 549 at North Witham on 7 April to
construg?_asgombat hangar on the base. On the tenth, Company "A", less the
first giftoop) followed to North Witham to construct another combat hangar and
an addif\idad)/road on the field. Lt. Batchelder and the first platoon of
Company ™P*“were detailed to AAF Station 110 at Poolbrook, Northamptonshire,
to make repairs on concrete at the station. Company "B" departed from Kettering
on the tenth to take station at AAF Station 125, Deenethorpe, Northamptonshire,
again to make repairs on runways and ardstandings. Company "C" less the
platoon at North Witham, took station at AAF Station 111, iirrleigh, Bedfordshire,
for the same purpose., The remaining platoon of Company "A", under Lt, Betts,
was assigned the mission of erecting a combat hangar at AAF Station 102 at
Alconbury, Huntingdonshire.

The unit was ordered to participate on its second loading and landing
exercise during this period. On the 18th of April, a detachment of the battalion,
consisting of 30 officers and 226 enlisted men, under the command of iajor Cutter,
departed for temporary duty with Exercise "300MERANG" (FO "Soomerang® 2, Hg.

IX Engineer Command, 14 Apr 1944), 'With the battalion scattered over a wide area,
this detachment left the strength et Kettering at a mere 6 officers and 107

enlisted men,

L
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#ith the return of the detachme rom Exercise "BOOMERANG", Headguarters
and Headguarters & Service Company d Kettering on the twenty-
for a permsnent change of stati to i ire (MO #3920

4
EBS, 16 Apr 1944).

on 16 ADY
17 April,
the date

e no huts available, but ¢
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Two promotions to the first three grades gRriuin ounced dur the month, -
Sgt. Elmer L. Knaus, 35046425, was promoted JQ Stpff Sergeant on ipril as
Supply Sergeant, Head uarters & Service Cofgsny:™ On 17 April Sgt. Ellis B.
Thornhill, 7000961, Company "5" I to Staff Sergesnt replacing

Glen A. Beesley, 352559

During the month, the followinz\{egl:cements were received b
battalion. Pvt. John T. Zilquiaf 3370560, Pfc. Michael .
Pvt. Joseph A. Simpson, 37357980, BEdward L, Kliner, 35601695,
R. Watkins, 35895729, Cpl. Jée B\ Randal, 38539695, Pfc. Thomes L.
16112054, Prt. Kenneth Sanderd 35143135, Odes PB. Widemam, 70035
Bernard A. Wojciechowski| 32475073, Tec L. Kenneth I. Rumford, 3725L
Pvt. Bdwin P. Washburp, 8525611, Pvt. Junius ¥, Butler, 37187782, I
Adragna, 32329556, Rfg@ Harry R. Angwin, 32346019, Pfc. lar
6359951, Pvt. Robett\&,Hessler, 3349657, Pvt, Grover
Charles Kamin®iiT=32308036 and Cpl. Eli H, Kraman, 32
of the battalio\ Hfc. Marcus G. Smith, 3555396, Pv
35679260204, Pvt. MIrving F. Mann, 26650527, who were
the unit( wery assigned.

n were lost to
uis Richter,
Kenneth A. Coombs, 31068433, Pvt
Rumford, 37254297, and Pvt. Ro

The first officer of the unit to be married in the ETO was Captain
Lendon P. Hill. On the 26th of March, his marriage to Miss Zita Tinling -
Widdrington was solvenized in St. Matthews Church, Bayswater, London, with
Lt. Corral acting as the best man.

Before the month was out the battalion wis alerted for overseas shipment.
Orders were received to that effect on the twenty-eighth of the month and
preparations began immedistely.

end

THIS PAGE IS D’ECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

Copy No._61

"BOOLERANG" 2.
(F. 0. "BOOKERAN! his Headcuarters, dat 11 April 190.4N\is
hereby rescinded).

MAPS: GSGS 3907 i . 132, Xl.Nand

b -
12/
No change.

Detachment "A" of the followinz units wile dgridcipate in Exercise
"Boomerang" according to the listed scheQule,

UNIT DATE OF ARRIVAL AT MARSHALLING AREA
Engr Am En 19 April 1944

Designated units of IX Bpgigeér Command will participate in Exercise
"Boomerang", consisting é@.alerting unite, moving them to the marshalling
area, waterproofing and“de waterproofing vehicles, moving from marshalling area te
to the "hards", practice loading on IE¥'s and taking a short sea voyage to
a beach area, ynldading ento and acroes a beach, and moving units back to base.
T EEEE E IR
By Command of Brigadier General NEMAN:

H., W, ERRGOTT
Col, C. E.
Chief of Staff

OFFICIAL:

S/ Ce S. Kuna
C. S. KUNA,
it, Col., C.E.
A-3
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37045 A s ; 16 April 1944
(Movement Order lo 380)

Subject:  Troo Movencnt .
P
T o2 Cauwanding Officor, 818th Engr Avn Bn, AP0 63L, U.S.Arny

1, Hq & Hg Co, £18th Engr Avn Bn (consisting of approximatcly \LS
ovficers and 235 enlicted men) will procced on or about 16 april JOL%, Trom
Kettering, Northants (wl 3298) to ilconbury, fhnts (wF 6496) fgm skatitn,
for the purpose of carrying out the instructions ¢f the Conuaaxfdisig Ofiicor,
£18th Engr ivn Bne

2. Unit will be quoris red in W@itse
3, Individual and 1/E cquiprent will be tgfORe

Le Wovement will be accompl jshed by uifzareMronsy rtations The
unit commander will i nediately present a copy \{ #liis order to the nearcst
RTO, who will rmakc 24TENS ts f.r the movigonpe The unit comander will
also comply wth th provigions of por ~sgrh ¥y Scction II, Adm Cir 52, iq
808, 17 Aug 19:3.

%

cOoNg I8 TL.L
PR <R SR
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5. Within 24 hours of : '11‘.1 at de Jt;: eticn, the Commanding Officcy
814th Ingr Avn Bn, will comply with thc previsions of letter, this n adquortorms
370,5, 3 Feb 1944, sutject "Reports of Hoveme ribe", TDN. FS. 91_-5 P
431-02 A 212/4 0425,
By ordcr of Colorcl GLOW

/J/f)l,/ r‘/sf

2 Fl
hI Tm‘}/ ( ASS Qa; xt (&5 n<r“l.
E Tr:ngportation 0, }_,J..... eessel
0, Ik stern Cor
L‘J, Horthern k,.) ...«I)d-o-o. .
‘)Lif 3”.............. e Fa Serv Supply O, EBSeeessss
Postal. 0, S50 5 (Scheme Se c) o l Us Vi1l uJ. by EBlees-s
CO, -vif‘......-....---u. eese b/ 'Sy Fi0eeceiacancnsasageinee 5
GO, 818th Engr ivia Bleeeeses LU (:/ Wiy L BSeessascssvasedlogfpess 1
E‘ e o EBS, g a LT IO ! L/O“n, EES cessveveeosigetasd
G : CC, First US favy fplesPoees
se Center, EBScsees 1 RecordSesecenscr NgooRpoesscscecl

I eesesscevonsen-

“repen

sesscssnsesssvessnse
u“xC Serv O, KiCessessncanes

~

onrInEnaf A
GU: TJ_L..“,.L
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5, Lt Col GILEERT
818th Engr Avn ©on, :
TDN by MT, mil acft or rail.

6. Maj L1OYD A, CUTTZER, 237183, Cx,
Bng n Bn, is aptd CO, 818th Zngr avn &
Bngr Avn Bn, is a] )

Ci, trfd.
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:l.-:’::::‘::;::::::;::

SECHE

: : C ‘:gil?th EAE :
:D 3 June 1544 :

6 June 1944

N TR BT
HEADUARTEKS

€18TH ENGINzER AVIATICN BATTALICN

UNIT HISTORY

MAY 1944

Organization - Negative

Strength,-commissioned and enlisted - 29 Cfficerfs,\780 ZM.

Movement - Left Alconbury, Huntingdonshire by Mmotct transpertation on
11 May for permanent change of station to (Greit ‘Barrington, Gloucester-
shire, arriving same date.

Casualties - None.

Decorations - None,
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HEADQUARTERE
£18TH ENGINEER AVIATICN BATTALICN

UNIT HISTORY
MAY 1944

The first part of May found the battalion officially stationeg ath
Alconbury, Huntingdonshire, with units scattered over various airdromes in
the vicinity. Work continued under the supervision of the VILI=Disgrict,
Eastern Base Section, to which the battalion was attached. Técph}cally,
during the early part of the month, the battalion came undef {he=C ommand
of the lestern Base Section. The Eastern Base Section wgS'disbanded, and
the VIII District, EBS, became part of liestern Base Sectign,™ But, as pre-
viously, the unit was still considered to be a part of Bpghneer Command,
Ninth Air Force, and came under the Base Section opflyN\{or’ construction.

Prior to being relieved from the constructfion\tasks, several other
subordinate units of the battalion were detachedanmd assigned typical
missions. Cn 6 May, Lt. Widowski and his platogn from Company "a" made a
change of station from North Witham, Linc® to"XaF Station 111 for the
purpose of repairing the airdrome. Lt& Betts moved with his platoon of
the same company from station at Alconbdry to AAF Station 106 at Grafton-
Underwood, Northants, to conduct cghgtruttion operations there. And, on
2 May, Lt. Lund and a platoon of.Cofpady "C" moved from Thurleigh,
Bedfordshire to Harrington, Nogthdnts on a similar mission.

Wiork on the assigned sfidssiens came to an abrupt end with the receipt
of movement orders directing a~permanent change of station for the entire
battalfon from Alconbufy ‘%o G4F Station 422, Great Barrington, Gloucester-
shire, from where it.had deéparted six weeks bvefore (Ltr. Hg. IX Engr Cmd,
7 May 1944, file 3705, Subject: "Movement of Troops". Battalion
Headquarters execut®d.the move on 11 May, and, by the thirteenth of the
month, all ofhéFgubordinate units and detachments had arrived at the new
station.

Thé battalion was relieved of attachment to the Western Base Section
(Ltr. MOw=£JOUSA, 10 May 194k, file AG 322 OpGC, subject: "Troop Assign-
ment No.%3) and again came under the sole command of IX ingineer Command
(Par. 8, GO #135, Hq. Ninth Air Force, 15 May 1944). Upon arrival at
Great Barrington, the unit was attached to the G22nd Engineer aviation
Regiment, the ixecutive Officer of which was Lt Col. Hall, formerly
commander of the battalion. (Ltr. Hg IX Engr Gmd, 7 May 1944, file 370.5,
Subject: "Attachment of Unit").

While at Great Barrington, the battalion was engaged in various
activities. After the per}iminary task of erecting a camplete tent camp to
liwe in, units were engaged in construction of more permanent installations
for AAF Station 422, in training, in preparing men and equipment for ship-
ment overseas. On 18 of the month, Company "A" and Company "C", a platoon
of Company "B" and elements of Headguarters % Service Company left Great

R
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Barrington on a mission to Ashton-teynes, Glos. A problem was set up, con-
sisting of the assumption that the unit was to construct an advance landing
ground six miles in the rear of the front line. Mjdway during the operatifn,
the units were subjected to a simulated bombing, strafing and gas attacks %
breakthrough in the line, and evacuation of the site within an hour and a
half was required. The evacuation with all heavy equipment was adgompli‘shéd
according to schedule. The units then returned to the site and comtipued
construction on the strip. Considerable difficulty was encountered if
completing the mission, as the ground chosen was verily a bog #@n8\ofi€ that
lended itself unfavorable to good construction. After passipg‘the®nights of
the 18th and 19th in bivouac cn the job, the units returned o, their proper
station.

Facilities for recreation at AAF Station 422 werg ligited. Due to

the situation, passes were limited to within 25 mideg of the camp and only
for a period of 18 hours at the maximum. Not more,than 10%Z of the personnel
could be on pass at any one time. Liberty vehi®les‘were scheduled to Cxford,
but the city had little to offer in the way gf'getreation. Movies were still
held nightly in the battalion theater and the sutuner weather brought on an
inter-company baseball league. To supplement the program, dances were held
at Great Barrington by units of the bafftadion, at which the battalion band
performed in the usual expert manner,

During the month, the enlisbed ‘str¥ength of the battalion decreased,
parfly due to the fact that four\pén were transferred to other units as
overage. Tec 5 Joseph S. RagReyskf, 32198343, Pvt. Kenneth E. Coombs,
31068433, Tec 5 Ralph D.°Ledmardy 33131565, Pfc. William R. Goodwin,
35255428, Tec § Earle S,2Comnéll, 31068310, were reassigned to the
organization from varidus)ho8pitals. Losses included the transfer of Pvt.
Wienzel J. Rebitz, 36235072, Pvt. Joseph Novak, 35263C57 and Pvt. Joseph L.
Wanser, 12012066 tolotHer‘efganizations for the serving of court-martial
sentences, Fourymen\Pvt. Charles Styles, 31068373, Pvt. Robert E. Flooks,
31091610, Pvt. Widljam L. Golden, 32212991, and Pvt. Dellon B. Arrington,
38046582 were trah€Terred to 902 Engineer Air Force Headquarters Company,
AAF Statiomu9l (Par. 3 SC #7, Hg. IX tZngr Gmd, 18 May 1944). Tec. 4
Frank.M, Clive, 32198945, Tec 4. Viilliam E. Perkins, 35256136, Tec 5.
Hubépt P Langley, 36160278, Tec 5. Floyd L. Stevens, 35256008, Pvt. William
2. \Clean,) 15098900, and Pvt. Frederick A. Perkins, 31068388 were all lost
by txafisfer to the hospital.

Among the officers, considerable change was made. C(n 13 May, Lt. O'Malley
was assigned to Company "C" and was relieved from duties as Personnel adjutant.
With the expected transfer of Capt. Frassrand for rotation to the United States,
1t. Pearson was moved from Company "C" on the same date and was appointed in
command of Company "B". Lt. Wohead was relieved from assignment to Battalion
Headquarters as Assistant EZngineering Cfficer and was assigned to Company "a".
Lt. Angle, Company "B", was placed on Special Duty with the ingineering Section
to replace Lt. lichead., Orders relieving Capt. Framsrand from assignment to the
organization were received on the 20th of May (Par. 10, SC #45, Hge IX Engr Cmd,
16 May 1944). On 25 May, lst Lt. James A. Brown, Jr., 01104064, CE and 1st Lt.
Robert Pettus, 01101993, CE, joined the battalion (Par. 6, SC #53, Hq. IX Engr
Cmd, 24 May 1944), were assigned to Battalion Headquarters and Company "E" as
Assistant Engineering Cfficer and Flatoon Leader respectively.
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Lt. Fulmer received a promotion to the ,;r'a.it‘:\of First Lieutenant on
15 ¥ay (Par. 10, 5C #136, Hg. ETCUSA, 15 May 1944).

During the month, a detachment of one officer and 9 enlisted men wereg
placed on detached service at Camp Blandford, Dorset, :r.n*vare n;: e)fpec‘ted .
to rejoin the unit for a long peried. They were 1lst Lt. ;et:§, Tec' 3, ._,v'e.r_etu
L. wickizer, Tec 5. Howard J. Lloyd and e writtenberry, ‘?‘7' Jodeph ki ;
Taylor, and Pvts. Salvatore J. Castaldi, Henry D. Cunningham, Edward Ow.ficellman,
Gottlieb Lembtke and Calvin (. Nebling.
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SV

: Auth: CG, 9 AF
HEADUARTERS
IX ENGINEZR CCLMAND
APC 126, U.3. Army
7 May 1944
In reply refer
to: 370.5
SUBJECT: lovement of Troops.
TO s+ Commanding Cfficer, 818th Engineer aviation Battalfap,\r0 126, U.S.
l. The following move is ordered:

UNIT FROK TO DATE
818th Engr Avn Bn Alconbury, Hunts Great palgindton, Glos 11 May 44

2. Movement will be by rail and/or Motop Mgangport. 91-5 P 433-01-02-03-
OL4=05-06-07-08~ A 212/40425.

a. This is a permanent changesef Ntation.
b. All organizational equipmdny will be taken.

3.
4., Provisions of Memorandum 5842, Headquarters, Ninth Air Force, dated
6 December 1943, and Circular Noff 2,508, ETCUSA, will be complied with.

5. Provisions of Lettgt, Whis Headguarters, 10 February 1944, subject:
"Movement Data", will be cofiplied’with.
By command of Brigadier General NEMAN:

H. W. EHRGOTT
Colonel, C.E.
Chief of Staff

COFFICIAL:
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. T <
@ LVu, ETCUSA :

it: RPK
HEADJUARTERS

EUROPEAN THEATER CF CPEHATICNS
UNITED STATES ARMY

10 May 1944
AG 322 OpGC EXTRACT
SUBJECT: Troop Assignment (No. 63).

TO ¢ Commanding Generals:
US Strategic Air Forces in Europe
First US Army
Third US Army
Adv Sec, Com Zone
Base Section Commanders

16. The following units, assigned to the UJ Stra¥tegic Air Forces in Europe,
are relieved from attachment to WBS, SOS, (ETQUSA, effective 4 May 1944:

818th Engr Bn (Avn)

By command{of General EISENHCWER

s/t/ RICHARD P. FISK
Lt. Colonel, A.G.D.,
assistant adjutant General
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HEADQUARTERS
NINTH AIR FORCE

15 May 1944

GENERAL URDERS)

ASSIGHILNT AND ATTACHALANT CF UNITS

€. The following listed units assigned to IX Zngineer Command (Prov) are
relieved from attachment to WBS, SCS, EICUSA, effeefive, 4 May 1944 by letter,
USSTAF, file 322, 12 May 1944, subject: "Troop Aspsighment").

Hq & Hg & Sv Co 925th kngr Regt (Avn) 8)¥3th Engineer Bn Avn
By command of Lieuteriant General BRERETCN:
V H STRAHM
Brig Gen USA
Cof S
CFFICIAL:

s/t/ C R BIRBARX
Lt ColfANQ
Asst_4d)\ Gen
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HEADJUARTERS
IX ENGINEER CCLLAND

7 May 1944

In reply refer

to: 370.5

SUBJECT: Attachment of Unit.

TC : Commanding Officer, 922nd Engineer Aviation Regimegfity, AC 126, US A
Commanding Officer, £18th Engineer Aviation Baty@Mony 4FC 120, US amy.

™Yy
my.

Upcn arrival of the 813th Engineer Aviation [BaMtadion at Great Barring-
ton, Glos, o/a 11 May 1944, this unit is attached tgfthe $22nd Engineer Aviation
Regiment.

By command of Brigadier General {E.MaN‘:
H.w. EHRGCTT
Colonel, C.E.
Chief of Staff
OFFICIAL:
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HEADUARTELS

IX ENGINEER CCMMAND (FRCV)
APC 126, U.5, Amy
2L May 1SL4
SPECIAL CRDE"S)

NUMBEX 53 )

6. The following named G, having reported to this Hg on 23~Ja¥ 1944
in compliance w/Par 10, SC 142, Hq &th AFRD, 21 lay 1944, are reXd\fr asgmt to
this Hq are asgd, WP orgn and sta indicated. TDN by MT or ARl V91-5 P L31-02
A 212/1L0425.

NAME Wi ASGD, WP

1st Lt James J. Brown, Jr 01104064 £1£th Edgr Avn En Sta 422
1st Lt Robert NMI Pettus 01101993 818%h *Engr Avn Bn Sta 422

ravel directe s pursuant to adgh cBfftained in Ltr, Hg ETCUSA

T 1d ted is ] t ag fitai. tr, Hq ETCUSA,

3 Nov 1943.

By command of Priffdier General NZliaN:

H.W. EHRGCTT
Cclonel; C.E.
Chief of Staff

OFFICIaL:

s/t/ J.J{./5CCPLCE
It Colonel, a.C.
Atbjutant General
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Hq ETCUSA

50 136 15 May 1944

10. Announcement is made of the temp promotion of the following @,
AF, to the gr indicated in AUS w/rank fr date of this order.

2nd Lt to 1lst Lt
EIMER W. FULMER, 0204796, CE
By command of General EISENHCWER
B, B, LORD
Brigadder General, GSC,
Deputy Shief of Staff
CFFICIAL:

s/t/ R. B. 1OVEIT,
Brigadier General, USA, Adjutant Generall

N
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