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126, U.S. A
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1. Crganization - Authority given to reorganize under T/C and E 5-415¢
5-416, 5-417, 15 May 1944, and reorganization commenced.

2. Strength, commissicned and enlisted - 32 Officers, 790 Enlistfed INn.

3., Movement - left 5t llere Eglise at 0700 hours, 2 July 1944, en rout e

to Cerisy-la-Foret, arrived 1200 hours same late.

.
Departed Cerisy-la-Foret at 1750 hours,.l JGy 154k, for

permanent change of station to Tournieres, arriving at 18fC ppur

Departed Tournieres, en route Lc FZhicNie, st 1400 hours,
31 July 194k, arrived at 1540 hours same date.

For other movements of subqyliin®e units see text.

»

L. Casualties - None.

5. Decorations - lNcne.
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HEADCUASTERS
818TH ENGINEZR AVIATICN BATTALION

UNIT HISTORY
JULY 1944,

The morning of the first of July found the battalion, that is, the
18 officers and 569 enlisted men, who had disembarked, in Field 30, the
dewaterproofing area for Ninth Air Force Units, about three miles from
St Mere Eglise. There was considerable confusion as to who was present
and exactly what action was to be taken next. As the various craft
loads had unloaded on "UTAH" beach, individually in darkness, and had
moved from the beach to Field 30 individually, the confusion was to be
expected. Personnel of the battalion settled down to await developments,
plentifully supplied with prepared rations. Keanwhile, vehicle operators
busied themselves de-waterproofing their vehicles.

late in the morning of 1 July, Major Cutter succeeded in making
contact with the 922nd Engineer Aviation Regiment. The same afternoony
a representative from regimental headquarters, Lt. Kirven, arrived at
Field 30. He brought instructions that the unit had been assigned(the
mission of constructing an advanced landing ground at Herouville, R the
vicinity of Cerisy-la-Foret, within three miles of the front. NIt was
decided to have an advanced party consisting of lajor Cutt epmand
Lt. Batchelder with a mine clearing group to reconniter arfl cdear possible
bivouac sites for units of the battalion.

At 0700 hours, 2 July 1944, the unit formed & coRydy and left Field
30, en route to its new station. The long convoyrpassedybhrough towns and
cities that had been mentioned in news bulletins and ‘mewspapers, St lere
Eglise, Carentan, Isigny, and finally arrivedeat Ggrisy-la-Foret at noon
of the same day. Iajor Cutter was located 4t Oerisy and informed the unit
that the assigned mission had been indefiffit8ly pestponed. No battalion
mission was at that time available.

Headquarters & Service Company Wnd Cowpany’ "E" were led to bivouac
sites and began settling down. Gompany ni" did not remain at Cerisy long
enough to pitch camp, but was ifistsucted to move to Le liolay to assist the
83L4th Engineer Aviation Battaliod in #he construction of the ALG A9D,
while Company "C" movedg immedlately to Balleroy to supplement the 820th
Engineer Aviation Battalign in IRe construction of Al2.

The followis® Hay, 3 July 194k, Capt. Denney, lt. Brown and Lt.
Dewsnap, with A5¢ffen, \geported at battalion headquarters. Other craft
loads reported op 6 July, when six officers and 146 men rejoined the unit.
The final craft, Idad/tfizat had not reported consisting of Lt. O'alley and

9 enlisted men remorfed on 9 July.

Detachment 2, the residue of 9 men and certain equipment left in the
United Kingdom, and Lt. Betts joined the battalion at Tournieres on 31 July,
making the unit complete.

Elements of the battalion did not remain long in Cerisy-la-Foret.

The units were bivouaced in the Artillery area, which was continually
firing on German positions, and the proximity of the front always held

e
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the chances of counter-fire from enemy guns. On 4 July, the units at I‘:c«'risy
moved back to a bivouac in an apple orchard about a mile south of the town

of Tournieres in an area known as Cottun. ¥%ith no battalion mission in sight
the Headquarters and Headquarters & Service Company began settling down in ;
more permanent installations. 3

Nor were the other companies of the battalion to remain any less mobile.
On 5 July, Company "E" departed from Tournieres and was assigned at
Colleville, to assist the 8lé6th Zngineer iviation Battalion in the construc-
tion of T-2. Company "A" joined Company "E" at Colleville, having campleted
its tasks at A9D. On 8 July, Company "C" moved from BEalleroy and set up at
Chippelle, to do maintainance work on a5, badly damaged by the bad weather.

Compeny "b" remained at Colleville only three days and was then assigned
the maintainance of A2 at Criqueville, which entziled damage due to the bad
weather, the rolling up of square mesh and work on sub-grade and other such
maintainance tasks. The unit remained at A2 until 23 July, when two platoons
were dispatched to A5 at Chippelle to assist Company "C" in extensive main-
tainance work there, while the third platoon and company hea dquarters joined
elements at Tournieres.

Company "A" completed its construction on T2 by the 12th of July, antwen
the next day moved from Colleville to A5, to perform maintainance, work ap 45.

The battalion remained in this status until the end of the mManth.
Considerable movement, nevertheless continued, necessitatedfby the exchange
of personnel and eguipment between r'.%énd Headquarters % Segjufce fompany at
Tournieres.

Towards the end of the month, the regiment adyikgedghgfunit that at last
it had been assigned the construction of an advanged Yanding ground in the
vicinity of LaVieille. A preliminary reconnaissance, Made through regimental
headquarters, was turned over to the battalign. \Préparation for construction
commenced without delay and, within a few days, the layout for Al9 at laVieille
was made, submitted to regimental headquarters and approved (FC 78, Ha 922nd
Engr Avn Regt, 24 July 1944). All thaiWas heCesgary for the commencement of
construction activities was the reledse of \thehpéal estate by V Corps of the
First Amy, which occupied the sites b8t the release was not obtained until
the last day of the month.

Meanwhile, the consgrugtian ate¥es of the organization centered chiefly
around the strip at A5. GgnsideFable work was accomplished in drainage,
which was badly needed becauge ®f heavy rains. Damaged portions of the i
runway and taxiwgy wege repaibed by rolling back the square mesh and repaif-
ing of the sub-grade. Che crash strip was repaired and regraded. :ccess
roads were widdnei and graded. Two petrol tanks were installed. In short,
the entire instAllatidn/was overhsuled and improved before the units of the
battalion were redieved from further duties on the field.

on 30 July, the unit received verbal coneent from V Corps to take over
the site at laVieille. Zarly the following day, the units at A5 and Tournieres
moved to the new site, less a few elements that were to make the move the
following day. No time was lost after the move before equipment was put to
work on 31 July to construct the ALG Al9 at laVieille.

During the first month in France, little enemy action was seen by the
unit.
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A group of enemy planes were seen over the bivouac area at Cerisy, but no
action was taken by the planes against the unit. At Ealleroy, Campany "C*
was close by daring strafing and artillery attacks by the enemy. No
casualties were suffered, and, on one occasion, Cpl. Eli H. Kraman was
believed to have shot down a Fii 190 during an attack, with a Cal .5C anti-
aircraft weapon. it A5, the units were subjected to enemy aireraft action
at night, which increased considerably toward the latter part of the
month. 3Sven at Tournieres, the action of enemy planes counled with our
anti-aircraft barrage distmrbed the sleep of members of the urit consider-
ably. No direct action, other than air, was taken on or near the unit by
the enemy, and no casualties were suffered.

Among personnel, considerable reassignment within the battalion was
necessitated by directions received to reorganize under the new T/C for
Engineer aviation Battalions, T/0 and E 5-415, 5-416 and 5-417, 15 lay
1944. The reassigrnment was mainly directed toward furnishing the letter
companies with equipment operators newly authorized from Headquarters &
Service Company, and the concentration of utilities personnel within
Headquarters & Service Company. By the end of the month, reorganizationy
was almost completed, lacking only reclassification of personnel and thg
placing of the reorganization on paper.

The enlisted strength of the unit continued to rise, despité tRg r3gt
that all personnel hospitalized were im ediately dropped from aNgizm®
upon evaguation from the unit dispensary. Znlisted reclacepenis Wgre
furnished in all grades, which added to the difficulties of] rgbrgarization.
Among the replacements received were Pvt. Joseph L. .anser, g20£066, Tvt.
George J. Frank, 32943491, Cpl. Landry J. Guillot, 3216512, Tec L. Herman
W. Hess, 32457950, S/Sgt. Thomas K. iacCemb, 32141000,\8Et . 27ike 2illy,
33023497, Cpl. Dominic J. lanmendola, 33583861, TgC Sy Ayp€r G. Laube,
32112244, Tec 5. Frederico Speca, 33054356, Pvt. Geral® E. Adams, 37480563,
Cpl. Peter T. laggiore, 32112234, S/Sgt.. Roberhyd.\garlin, 13004933, Tec 4.
lawrence ii. Loydr, 33123037, Tec 5. Philip Shegco, 33033154, Tec 5. Wialter
Walck, 3302234k, Tec 5. Stephen Py Krull, £302536C and Pvt. Charles =.
Fales, 7001236, Pvt. larshall D. Seairdy 635995T))Pvt. James =. Welchel,
697361k, Pvt. Kenneth E. Sickles, 15110529, afid Pyt. Alfred Cotugno, 321986L41.

Fadly needed replacements igfoRficers were received during the month.
1st Lt. Edison K. Hamilton, OL104187, £5, joined the unit on 1€ July (par &4,
50 #94, Hq IX Engr Cmd, 16 July 1944 and was assigned tc the S-3 Section
as Assistant Engineerin® Cf¥iees, OCn 29 July 1944, 2nd Lt. Uichael J.
Brandt, Jr., 01110393, CENyepgrted (par 3, SC 106, Hq IX Zngr Cmd, 29 July
194J,) and was assigped as a Wldtoon leader in Company ngn, On 31 July, 2nd
1t. Donald J. Gafrat NQ528058, CE, joined the command, (par 1, 5C /107, Ha
IX Engr Cmd, 3¢ {uly 134) and became a platcon leader in Company "C". 2nd
1t. James C. R&idy O20LE753, MiC, was assigned to the battalion (par 3, SO
#213, Hq Ninth Mr Fopfe, 31 July 1944), but had not reported at the end of
the month. :

Capt. Carl G. Uppman, who had been a member of the battalion almost
since its activation, was called away from his duties on 26 July and ordel:‘ed
to report for assigmuent to IX Engineer Command. No information was received
as to his future assignment. Lt. McClain assumed the command of Headguarters
& Service Company. The loss of Capt. Uppman and the reorganization under the
new T/O necessitated further changes among the officers of the battalion.
1t. Harris became the Service Platoon Commander in Headquarters & Service
Company, and Lt. Wingo took over the duties of the transportation officer.

SECRET =3 =
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duties as Assistant Zngineering Cfficer. ILt.

Transportation Cfficer in Headouarters & Service 4d1hnnv and Jolned Comy

mA" as a platoon commander. Lt. Betts was relieved of duties in bpwp«nv AN
and became a platoon commander in Company "C".

1t. Lund received a promotion to First Lieutenant during the month
(par L, SC #183, Hq ETQUSA, 1 July 1944).

The battalion had now been in Normandy a month, but little was seen of
the country. The organization was destined to be bivouaced in fields,
quite distant from towns, which were jedared off-limits by the First airmy.
There was little in the way of recreation, except for the4wov1n: pictures

that again were shown. Nevertheless, with a seven day work week, the
battalion was kept busy and morale was excellent.
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laps: Sheet 6F/2
1. Tactical Situation.
a. Enemy Troops
Cround
266 Infantry Divi

3rd Airborne RQivision and
T-7059 to St. lo.

:diom activity botl

(a) Light to medi

Friendly Troops
2nd Infantry Division along “ine Sp. Ngmd®n d'slle T-6364 St
d'Zlle T-5966 La Barre T-5463;
29th Infantry Division flankifi2nfffnfgntry Divisic
boundary 3/4 mile Wi 5t. IoN

2, Th 22nd Engi Aviation

Al
ATt

landing
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Further cocnstruction detai and standard

(a) Annex 12, IX

Vemorandum 5

cement will not be used for sealin

After the PHS is laid it will be rolled so

wrinkles. The surface will then be thoroug

rotary brooms followed by an application of RC3 cut

asphalt at the rate of between 0.15 and 0.20 gallons per
square yard. The bituminous material will be covered with 2
to 4 pounds of sand per square yard. The sand will be
broomed to provide a uniform cover and will then be roRled
with rubber tired rollers; all excess sand will thegfl be Wisft
off the finished surface. Rolling and sweeping il cogpir
as necessary. Any spots nol covered with bitugdn orNgsfic
be covered by hand. 5

b. AlG will be marked A-19 and k ys Ja Vieille.

.. h Vg

¢. ZReconnaissance survey will t thin 24 hourf§, /ieference l.emor
50-3, Headquarters, Ii “ngineer Comman ; May 1944.

d. Construction will not be started until writtén apBoval of preliminary
layout has been received from this headouartersg

e, Starting and mom; letion dates will beNgey Lathis
in paragraph 3d and the tactical situatios g thgfviginit;

4, a. Supplies.

(1) A1l suoplies will be groefred)through regular est i shed supply channels.

(2) Battalion will swimit WP=ence to this head uarters,
+

of all constructioh magerials needed for project.

1) Reconnii g will be submitted in accord
letter thigJe
and Yaps.
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Daily Report of Operations on Form 171 in accordance with instructions
contained in letter referred to in paragraph 4b (1).

Unit Periodic Report in conformity with lemorandum 15-4, Headquarters,
% Engineer Command, 16 lay 1944 .

Five copies of map giving data called for in iemorandum 55-7, this
headguarters, 24 June 194J,, will be submitted immediately upon cample-
tion of preliminary survey and drafting of map.

Five copies of map showin final layout will te submitted to this
headquarters within 2L hours zfter completion of ALG.

Reports and laps will be submitted as called for in Memorandum 55-7,

this headouarters, 24 June 1944 .

eaq

¢ Number 1-4 to Signal Operation Instructions,

See Annex Mumber 1 Signal (

Command Fost.
Iocation of Hegimental C.F. unchanged.
This headouarters will be advi sed immegaately of

Commanding

CFFICIAL:

s/ GOTTLIEB

/
-2
o=
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BT
Captzin, A.C.
Asst Adjutant General
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are d Sy N

1t and water wffll 3gcofpany

3, The following named (fficers who reported io this Hq in complifgce
w/ Par 39, 50 No 135, Ha, 1lth Repl Depot, dated 27 Jul 194
orgns indicated on Far Shore. Comdete fld equij Y
them. TDN by LT, mil acft, rail or water. 60-136 P 431-02 4 212/5Q§25.

ed

¥ TR, T SE AL 2 o Dy
AR T T p " % 573 218t} T \
2D LT Ja= se Nk 2 .

"THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

1 Jul 1944

L., ©, Ninth AF, listed below, are temporarily promoted to the gr

>3 P 3
jndicated in AUS w/rank fr date of this order:

2d It to 1st It

CARL A. LUND, 01115332, CE

By command of General LISENHC.LH:

Brigadier Gener®l, GSO0%
Desuty Chiefgad Staff

OFFICIAL:

e« B. LORD
Brigadier General, USA, Adjutant General

TRUE COPY:

JAMES J CCRRAL
1st Lt, CE
Adjutant
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UNIT PERIODIC REFORT :+ Inigg H

: Date: 17 July '44 @

IX ENGINEER COMMAND (PROV) {u_u;:'u:g;::n::nxn

UNIT 818th Engr Ava Bn C.P.

ournieres C gl
Mi S8 T6274 Lambert Zone 1
Report for pa'iod.'9 July to 16_\'-71113 19“0;' 17 July 1944

St

1, Inooqlhml with Memo 15-&-,'.!!(1, IX Enginser Commend, dated 16 May
1944, Unit Periodic Report for period 9 July 194 to 16 July 1944 inclusive,
is submitted herewith,

8. Operations (8-3)

(1). Company A was on detached service with the 816th Engr Avn
h.t!-thﬂljJulylm,Mth‘wwm%
A-5 for construction and maintaire at that station, During
the period, the following work was accomplished by the unif:

(a). At T=2, one mile of road was widened to 20 ft in-
cluding the removal of 1 1/4 mi, of hedgerdws, placing
of 1000 yds, of rock, and laying of 3000 ft of pierced
steel plank,

(b). At A-5, Co A completed the followifig

1, 8000 £t of hedgerows were cleared.and grubbed in
preparation for widening of a€cess roads,

2. 675 £t of access roads were constructed, involving
the placing of 65 yds.of gravel and 40 £t of 12°
culvert,

3. 750 £t of SMT ‘was removed, regraded and replaced
on the taxiway, |

(2). Co B assumsd the maintainance of A-2 from 876th Engr Avn
Bn (AB) at 1200 hours, 11 July 194k, A patrol of 11 men
has been contisbusly on the runway between the hours of

©
(a). o.‘fm petrol storage tank was started on 10 July
and\is complete, except for the installation of a
few plumbing fittingswhich were not available at
the time of erection,

(), Maintainance and repair of the rumway and taxiways
has been carried out,

(e). In addition to the above, the company has assumed the
maintainance and repair of strip at Grand Camp les
Bains, w-arkonm‘dntt-soo-mdb:w

and the removal of hedgerows and placing of gravel

CEEE

S812 EERER TR T o8 W i, elles
-l
SECR32
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SECRET
(3). Co C has been stationed at A-5 during the period of this
report, and has carried out the following maintainance and
operations

(a), Repair of SMT at NE end of strip, damaged when a P-47
made a "belly" landing,

(b). Crimping of billows from mesh and providing of emergency
drainage on the taxiway,

(¢). Removal of mud and placing of gravel under SMT at inter-
section of SE stub of taxiway and runway,

Removal of mud on runway,

Construction of hardstands on SW part of taxiway.
SMT rolled back, md removed, gravel placed and SMR
replaced at intersection of NE end of runway with
taxiway,

Bulges eliminated and cllips checked on, runway,
Laying of mesh for airplane servicing perks,
Drainage provided, mud removed, and replaced with
gravel prior to laying SMI' commecting SW Marshalling
Area with the end of the runway,

I~
SMT rolled back, mud removed, gruvolﬂéﬂmdo@”
SNT replaced on southern part of taxiway.

Grading of crash/strip\and providing of drainage,

Erection of .one 250/6b1, Petrol Storage Tank, started
11 July and completed 15 July.
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UNIT PERIODIC' RroRr ¢

UNIT 818TH ENGINEER AVIATION BATTALION IX ENGINEER CCAMAND C.P. Tournieres, T6274,
Lambert Zone 1.

Report for period 9 July to 16 July 1944 17 July 1944
2. Intelligence (S-2).
a. Summary of S-2 activities and general observations covered in Unit Daily Reports:

(

Situation Maps have been moved from the 5-3 Section of this organization and are
now being maintained by this section.

b. Status of Map Supply: No change.

THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

e S
JEQ

¢ RERQRY

UNIT g18th Engr Avn Bn IX ENGINEER COMMAND o.P. Tourieres, Ifrance
1M ST 6274 Lambert Zone

Report covering 9 July 1944 to 16 July 19ik 17 July 194k
3, Personnel (S-1)

a. The effective strength of Command as of last day of period covered
29 0 & 775 B,

b. There were no grave registrations.

¢. There were 6 replacements received and none are expected.
d. There were no prisoners of war captured er evacuated.

e. There were no stragglers on hand.

f. Mora}e was excellent.

g. There were no incidents regarding civilian population.

h. There were no awards or decorations.

i. Movies were held; a Bn Day Room is in operation, Stdrs/and Stripes
and Yank are given distribution.

j. There were no casualties during period.

thechoat

wnP
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UNIT Psachdhsﬂutiri L

IX ENGINEER COMMAND (PROV)
Tournieres, 1 Mi 8, T6274

UNIT; 818th Engr Avn Bn C.P. 3 Lembert Zone 1
(Location)

Report for Period 9th to 16th July 1944 17 July 1944
(Date)

4. Supply and Transportation (S-4)

a. Status of Suppll

(1) Class I
i ass I supply point is near Formigny at T-6586,
(b) Supply is sdequate and available.

(2) Class II
Y Class II QM supplycdump is near Longueville,
at T-6187. »
(2) Class II Ord. Supply poimt is near Cardonville,
at T-5388.
Class II Engineer dump is near Longueville,
at T-6187.
Class II Signal dump is Desr Isigny, at T-4885.
Class II CWS dump issmear.longueville, at T-6187.
All dumps are accesgibls, and supplies are
readily available.

(3) Class II and Class IV - Vehicles and Construction equipment.

(a) Ordnance Vehicles.
(1) No dump or vehicle park has been specifically
designated as supply point for this orgatiization.
(2) There are mo 7/E shortages.
(3) There have been no receipts and/or issues of
vehicles during the period/Goyersd by this report.
(b) Comstfuction equipment.
1)\_There are no T/E shortages.
2) There have been no receipts and/or issues of
construction equipflent during period covered by this report.
(3) No special equipment is required.
(4) No additional equipment is required during
the next/ périod.
(6) There is no surplus equipment on hand.

(€) Class III.
{a) Class III items are drawn from dump near le Cambe,

at T-5988.
(b) The supply is adequate and mo difficulties have
been encountered.

(5) Class IV (other than Engineer)

a) A Class IV dump is located near Longueville, at T-6187.

(b) No Clags IV wupplied, Aher than engineer, have been
LU |

required to daye.
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2.
(6) Class IV - Engineer (excluding equipment)
(a) Supplies are drawn from dump near Longueville,

at T-6187. Gravel and crushed stone are obtained from pite located at
T-6175, and T-u672.

(b) Inability to obtain release of gravel from Army
pits may affect operations during the next period. Demands on Army
operated dumps are heavy. Satisfactory arrangements are expected to be
worked out in two to three days.

(¢) Several gravel pits are accessible to the organiz-
ation but difficulties shown in (b) above have been encountered. Approx-
imately 6000 yds gravel will be required during next periocd.

(d) There are no excess supplies on hand.

(e) For contemplated operations, approximately
6000 yds of gravel and/or crushed stone are estimated to be reqdired.

(7) Class V.
{a) Class V items are drawn from ASP1901, ‘at T-5381

(b) The supply is adequate, and readily available.

(¢) One batch of .50 Cal. MLB ammo¢ has been found
partially unserviceable due to bemt rounds. No.lot number is available
since the batch had been rebelted by the depot’. Defective rounds were
returned to depot.

b. Maintenance.

(1) ineer Equi &
a o equ is ‘deadlined and under unit repair.

(b) The maintenande unit servicing the organization is
the 475th Bngineer Maintenance £o.,) located near Vaubadon, at T-6872.

(¢ One“greder is under repair by maintenance unit.

Reg. Nog W-88197

Makes Caterpillar

Cause; Malfunctioning transmission flywheel bralke.

Bate; 10 July 1944.

Date of completion is unknown. In disassembling
the transmission“fssembly, two bearings were broken. The bearings are
not available in=France.

(d) No particular difficulties are encountered in
obtaining maintenance.

(2) Ordnance Vehicles and Weapons.
(a)” No vehidles or weapons are deadlined and under unit

repair,

(b) servicing the organizatiom
is the 1814th Ordnance R e Pompany, located near Cardonville,
at T-5388. Y o W1
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(6) No vehicles or w weapons are deadlined and under

repair by maintenance unit.
(d) No special difficulties are encountered in obtaining

maintenance.

(3) Bquipment of other Arms and Services.
Te) No special problems are encountered in maintenance
of Signal, Quartermaster, or Chemical Warfare equipment .

6. Captured eguipment and supplies
{I) No enemy equipment or supplies have been captured by
this organization during ourremt period.

d. Salvage.
bRl gilv.go dumps for T/B and T/BA equipment are located
within the various supply dumps as listed in par (a) (2) above.
(2) Only T/B and T/BA equipment is being salvaged, including
major assemblies or sub-assemblies of vehicles and equipment.

e. Transportation and Traffic Circulatiom.
G &gm!e Transportation 1s adequate for current and proposed
operations.
(2) No supplemental transportation has been furpished during
the past period.
(3) See (2) above.
(4) No difficulties in convoy movement-and ‘gledrance have
been encountered.
(5) There are no special difficulties\to bring to attention.

f. Evacuation.
o comment .

. There are no special supply problems which should be brought
to the attention of a higher headquarters: /Only normal difficulties, i.e.
those peculiar to current operations are encountered, and these are readily
overcome. - 2] - s PP
VP :
. - el
L. A. CUTTER
Major, 818th Engr Awvn Bn
Commanding .

.

Anpéx.]l X Rpt of Officers
L - Counterintelligence Summary.
6 A Monthly Material Status Report.
7 o/ Qi Notivity Report.
8 - Ordnance Activity Report.
9 - Medical Activity Report.
10 - Chemical Warfare Activity Report.
11 - Signal Activity Report.

QECRET
| IRLI R
-
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HEADOUARTERS, 922ND ENGR. AVN. REGT., APO 126, U. S. Army, 18 July 1944.
TO: Commanding General, IX Engineer Command, APO 126, U. S. Army.
; For the Commanding Officer:
1) ’/ l/ P
iy AU
WA M. THEFF
Captain, CE

Ad jutant
€ Incls: n/e
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SECRET

UNIT PERIODIC REP(RT

IX ENGINEER COMMAND (PROV)
Tournieres, 1 Mi S,
UNIT; 818th Bngr Avn Bn C.P.s T6274, Lambert Zone 1
(Location)

Report for period 9th to 16th July 1944. 17 J\(lly 1944
Date)

ANNEX 7
QUARTERMASTER ACTIVITY

1. Supply and maintenance.
a. Status of Supply.
= (1) Class I.
(a) Rations sre drewn from Class I dump near Formigny
(1-6588) and to date, the supply has been found adequate and readily
available. d
(2) Class II.
{a) Class II items are supplied by depot near Longueville
(T-6187) after requisitions have been approved by lst Army QUartermaster.
No particular difficulties have been encountered.

2. It has been indicated by current and past activities, that the
supply of T/8 and/or T/BA items of equipment is adeguate,

3. It is thought desireable to call attention to the faot that the
portion of an immersion type water heater whichi"is submerged oxidizes rapidly
and replacement will be required after about four ‘or five months operation.
No suiteble means of preventing the rapid ‘exidetion (rusting) has been
found by this organization, and advice dn tHe matter would be eppreciated.

SECRET
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UNIT PERIODIC T

IX ENGINEER COMMAND (PROV)
Tournieres, 1 Mi S, T6274,
UNIT; 818th Engr Ava Bn C.P.s Lambert Zone 1
: (Location)

Repart for period 9th to 16th July 1944 17 July 1944
(Date)

ANNEX 8
ORDNANCE ACTIVITY

1. Supply and maintenance.
a. Status of Supply.
T (1) Slass IX
(a) Class II Ordnance items have been drawn through
1814th Ordnance Co. near Cardonville, at T-5388.

(v) Supply is generally adequate, and dump i§ readily
available.

b. Maintenancee
(1) Vehicles and weapons.
No vehicles have been deadlined duringsthe jprevious period,
but full use has been made of facilities of 1814th if Tepair’of weapons (small
arms).

2. Technical Activities.

a. It is desired to call attention tie the fact that commercial
tread tires are unsuitable for prime movers. ', Vehicles not equipped with
mud and snow type tires are helpless when pulling heavy trail loads off
hard surface roads. The two types of tires are interchangeable without
wheel modification, and changeower of“all.prims mover tires to mud and
snow type will prove an asset to field wnitess

3. Tactical Informatioum.
(1) No comment.

4. No specific data iF“requested, concerning ordnance material, but
it is desired to a call\attenmtion to the fact that what is seemingly
unnecessary delay.is incurged in obtaining some class II items of O~ inance.
Sefvice Commghd-units are not set up to serve Engineer units, apparently,
or else are udable td procure the necessary items. For example, watches
are neither easily/replaced nor quickly repaired. In most cases, off the
recard” repairs by drmy units have proved to be the mos® expeditious means
of obtaining instrument repairs, and while the results are the same, the
system of supply is necessarily side stepped.

P e
? kil |
§

unti
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818th Engr. Am Tournieres, Imi. S,
e Ry = >
APO 1.’3, Ue O 4 IUAL L Ocfhy, 4cn

for period

X ©

ACTIVITY

hospitalized
re have been no men returned to duty
have been no men evacuated, etc.

ransp ation.

Transportation

a) There are no suggested changes of tran
There are no solutiocns of transport pr

¢) There are no evacuation problems.

d) There zre no remarks.

General Mcdical Froblems.

a) There are no general medical prbblems,
There are no mew methods and diagnogig ofN(reatmen
period, i
fiew VD posters were placed 111 baPeyf\ boards

are available,

There were no chemical warfar8icasulytie®,

There are no remarks,

Water Sup;
§ The
¥ing

+
éc; There are pg.laun
d) Kitchen pfsie s
trench Ja{fffines §re
) There =Re §o rgmirks,

(e

7. There is no ofthemfata
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SEURE T
LU |
UNIT PERIODIC REP(RT

IX ENGINEER COMMAND (PROV)
Tournieres, 1 Mi S, T6274

UNIT: 818th Engr Ava Bn C.P.s Lambert Zone 1
(Location)

Repart for period 9th to 16th July 1944 17(Ju1y 1944
Date)

ANNEX 10
CHEMICAL WARFARE ACTIVITY
1. Supply and Maintenance.

a. Status of Supply.
(1) Class II.
(a) Class II items are supplied by dump near Langueville,

at T-6187.
(b) No @ifficulty has been encountered in obtaining

supplies.

2. This organization has not been equipped with a/power driven
decontaminating apparatus.

3. Unit Gas Personnel.
a. There has been no change since last.monthly report.

4. Training.
a. Training program and schedule is ligted in monthly report.

5. No special problems or hindrances regarding CWS activities have
been encountered.

6. There has been no chemicalywarfare action by or against the
unit.
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IX ENGINEER COMMAND (PROV)
Tournieres, 1 Mi S, T6274
UNIT; 818th Engr Ava Bn C.P.s Lambert Zome 1
(Location)

Report for period 9th to 16th July 1944. 17 July 1944
(Date)

ANNEX 11

SIGNAL ACTIVITY

1. ly and maintenance.
-EEP'&. atus of Supply.
= (1) Class II.
(a) Class II Signal supplies are obtained from Depot
S-860 near Isigny (T-4985). The depot is readily accessible and no
difficulties have been encountered.
2. Radio. y

a. Present equipment consists of 5§ - SCR-193 sets. _One (1)
of which 18 on temporary loan from 922 Engr Avn Reg't.

b. Radiated power from all sets is approximately 75\watts.

T. All installations are mobile, 4 sets being Anstalled in
M2 Half-tracks, and 1 in a 1 Ton Cargo trailer. Power is sfipplied to
the latter by means of a seperate battery and charger~systeam.

d. Some difficulty is obtained in securing proper maintenance.
Necessary Tools for replacement of minor assemblies sfich as volume controls,
switches, etc. are not authorized equipment, and sugh equipment is controlled
to the extent that it is unobtainable withOut authorization of higher head-
quarters. Instances have ooccured in which an, exchange of a complete
receiver has been necessary in order to gét a wolume control replaced.

o. A higher frequency for operation of SCR-183 sets is desired.

3. Wire.
a. Telephone facilities.
= (1) One external@ircuit terminates in ground force switoh-
board, at Powerhouse (T-6175)
(2) There ard nolextérnal connections to Air Force Switch-
boards. =
(3) There, are|no external connections to British unit
switchboards.
_b_. TiéTe, are no immediately available teletype facilities.

4. Courier Service.
A. Courler Bervice is adequate. Two routes are used to service
the organizatiom, .One route (Regimental) supplies service to higher echelons,
and the other (Battalion) services lower echelons.

6. Security.

a. Necessary secw ity measures are enfarced in accordance with
current directives.

b. The following documents have been destroyed during the past
period; ik

80 20-5, 5 May IX EC ¢ t

S80I 20-6, 14 Jul IX EC

S0I 264-2, 21 Jun Ninth AF
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6. Redio communicatiom within the battalion is proving to be
an expeditious means of handling administrative, and some operational
matters. Operatorssin general are improving and it has been found,
that the greatest cause of message transit time length is encoding and
decoding time. With continued experience, it is expected that encoding
and decoding time will be decreased to a certain poimt.

7. It has been found difficult to impress officers of the arg-
anizetion with the adequacy of a properly regulsted radio net, not with-
standing delay incurred in coded messages. Full use is not made of existing
facilities and any suggestions which will provide a solution to the problem
will be appreciated. While radio communication is much more effective than
was previously expected, a greater degree of effeciency is possible within
the technical limits of the equipment utilized.
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PERIODIC REFOAT
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IX

IX ENGINESR CCMIAND (+ROV)

313th zngr Avn Bn Tournieres

1 Li 5 T6274 Lambert Zone 1
Report for period 17 July to 23 July 194k 25 July 1944
1. In comgpliance with iemo 15-4, Hq, IZ Engineer ,oA.Aunu, dated 16 lay

1944, Unit Fericdic Report for period 17 July 1944 to 23 July 1944 inclusive
is submitted herewith.

a. Operations (5-3)

(1) "A" Company stationed at A=5 with assizned mission of majfi~
taining and repairing taxiways, widening of sting, ana corg
structing additional, access roads. liork completed by this un i
for the seriod covered by this report is as follows.

(a) 500 feet of 20 foot road, constructed, reqfiiring the
placing of 60 yards of gravel and approximat@iyNl0 ;arcs of
rock fill for culvert.

(b) kud and mu removed from shouldeys of Froximately
5500 feet of access road and replaced wh rfcke.
(¢) S.k.T. rolled back, mud removeg§ rgek placed and S.M.T:
eplaced on zppro: tely 1250 MgetadMtaxivay.
2) ngn Company stationed at AeJ vgh the primary ission of
maintaining and repairing the funWyy. ®A-5 became non-operational
on 21/7/Lk and 22/7/i4 due t€ n8avy Yains and bad flying weather.
All work on the runmay wis sNg/ oWy and neavy cul.n ient placed on
« uork Acya YfEhef by the u or th Auri:d is

ety e AU et e

srading fang craPnage of rumway shoulder
(b) oCriguln. CWfzes and policing runway for loose clips.
(¢) CoWlecBion and stock piling of S5.k.T., pickets and
wlips.

(d) ) Installation of second petrol tank (250 bbl) completed
M/7/iulc Yo lesks encountered when tested.

(e) FPolicing of entire area, triumuing of felled trees and

dressing up of dirt piles.

Clearing and grubbing for access roads around runway.
(g) HRemwoving mud from S.l..T. on taxiway.
(h) Barricades mere.constructed at all peeeible entrances

to runway shoulfers to prevent venicles driving on graded
portions. . i

THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

(3) "3" Company S ijoned at A=2 with the primary missiofi of
e and in ada-

maintain
ition mainta ; and Z the I

. at | sal
‘ s S
2 non=oper al on 21/7/LL due to heavy rain.

Operational on 22/7/44 but field was too muddy and wet to
repairs. Unit relieved o »pair and maint ce work at
by 820 S.a.B. on 23/7/ fected move.
half of company r t ! nd one half to Battalion
fleadquarters. Uiork a ishe« vtthe unit for the period

as follows.
(a) Crimping bulges and policing runway for loose clij

(b) 3.L.T. rolled back, mud removed, gravel placed and
rolled and S.L.T. replaced on approximately 240 feet of
runway.

(¢) Installation of second retrol Storage Tank (250 bblg
completed 17/7/hL. Developed leak when tested. Repairs
waiting on Air Corp to draw off gasoline from tank.

(d) S..T. rolled back, mud removed, gravel plag®d ang

rolled, and S.k.T. replaced on 1500 feet of taxiWay.

00 feet of access road, rough and fipe Sgaced, and

Jork accomplished at L-2, Grang™ Ry~
follows.

150 feet of hedgerow afid ohg large tree rermoved
at South-east cornegr ofrummy.

nyn marker ditcp”om bd¥h of runway and on south
end filled withGor#zigal top soil and rolled.

High spotafon MwiggLrad d off and low spots

S on 1

filled 4p “NMgh gravel, graded and rolled.
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UNIT PERIODIC REPORT

C.P. Tournieres, T 6274,
Lambert Zone 1
2L July 194k

n

UNIT 818TH ENGR AVN BN IX ENGINEER COMWAND
Report for period 17 July 1944 to 23 July 1944

2. Intelligence (5-2).
a. There has been no change in 3-2 activities and general observation not
covered in Unit Daily Reports as previously reported.

b. There was no change in the status of map supply during the period of this

report. No additional maps have been received.
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UNIT PERIODIC REPORT

UNIT 818th Engr Avn Bn IX ENGINEER COMMAND C.P. Tournieres, France
1 Ni S T 6274 Lambert Zone 1

Report covering 17 July 1944 to 23 July 1944 2, July 1944
3. Personnel (S-1)

a. The effective strength of Command as of last day of period covered is
30 0 & 787 Ei.

b. There were no grave registrations.

c. There were 6 EM and 1 Off. replacements received and none are expected.
Thie does not include men reassigned from hospital.

d. There were no prisoners of war captured or evacuated.
e. There were no stragglers on hand.
f. Morale was excellent.
There were no incidents regarding civilian population.
There were no awards or decorations.
Movies were held; Stars and Stripes and Yank are Bifen Mistribution.

There were no casualties during period.

Al wnrt
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UNIT PERIODIC REPORT
IX ENGINEER COMMAND (PROV)
Tournieres, 1 Mi 3, T6274
UNITs; 6S18th Engr Avn Bn C.P.s Lambert Zone 1
Report for Period 17th to 23rd July 1944 26 July 1944
4. Supply and Transportation (S-4)
a. Status of Supply

(1) Class I
(a) Class I supply point is near Formigny at T-6586.
(b) Supply is adequate and available.

(2) Class II
(a)T)Class II QM supply dump is neear Longueville, at T618%,
(2) Class II Ord. Supply point is 1814th Ord S&M"Ce.
at T5388.
(3) Class II Engineer dump is near Longuev idile,
at T6187.
(4) Class IT Signal dump is S-850 near Fsipny, At

T4985.
(5) Class II CWS dump is near Longuevilla, et T6187

(6) All dumps sre accessible, and (supplies are
generally available.

(3) Class II and Class IV - Vehicics end’ Cogstruction equipment.

(a) Ordnance Vehicles.

(1) No dump or vehicle, park has been specifically
designated as supply point for this organization,

(2) There are no (T/E)shortages.

(3) (a) One yshiolé he#) besn received during period.
Ttems Truck, 24 ton, GMC, 6x6, W/P-§ (Axmy"kir/Force) refueling unit.
Model; CCEW353
Reg. No.; 4545951
Ser. No.; 309375-2 -
(b) (Thesre have been no vehicles issued durimg
the pericd.

(b) Construct¥on equipment.

(1N, There sre no T/E shortages.

(2) Ma) No vehicles have been received during the
pericd.

(b) The following vehicles have been transferred

to 922nd Engr AvOnReg't.
Item; Stamp lickery” new type - 5 ea.
Make; W.A. Pullman & Co.
Serial Nos.; 9700-35, 36, 37, 9753-66, 69.

(3) No special equipment is required.

(4) No additional equipment is required during the
next period.

(6) There is no surplus equipment on hand.

III items are drawn from dump near le Cambe,

(4) Claes III.
&)y craws

at T-5888.
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(b) The supply is adqguate and no difficulties have
been encountered.

(5) Class IV (other than Engineer)
{a) A Class IV dump is located near Longueville, at T-5187.
(b) No Class IV supplies, other than Engineer, have
been required to date.

(6) Class IV - Engineer (excluding equipment )

(a) Supplies are drawn from dump near Longueville, at
T6187. Gravel and crushed stone are obtained from pits located at T6175
and T5672.

(b) Thers are no critical shorteges.

(¢) Gravel and crushed stone are available locally.
Approximately 2500 ymrds will be required during next period.

gd) There are no excess supplies on hand.

e) For contemplated maintenance operations, approx-
imately 2500 yds of crushed stone are required.

(7) Class V.
{a) Class V items are drawn from ASP1S01, at T5381.
(b) The supply is adequate, and readily available,
(¢) One batch of .50 Cal. MLB ammo. has been found
partially uvnserviceable due to bent rounds. No lot number (is available
since the batch had been rebelted by the depot. Defective rounds were
returned to depot.

b. Maintenance.

(1) Engineer Equipment.

a S equipment is deadlined and under unit repair.

(b) The maintenance Gnit servieing the organization is
the 475th Engineer Maintenance Co., located nsar Vaubadon, at T-6872.

(c) No equipment is“deadlined and under repair by
maintenance unit.

(d) No particular difficulties are encount ered in
obteining maintenance.

(2) Ordnance Nehicles and Weapons.

Te) Wo vehlcles or @ weapons are deadlined and under
unit repair. ‘

{v) ““The.maint enance unit servicing the organization
is the 1814th Ordnande Medium Maintenance Company, located near Cardon-
ville at T5388.

(c) No vehicles or weapons are deadlined and under
repair by méintenance unit.

(a) No special difficulties ere encountered in
obtaining maintepance.

(3) Bquipment of other Arms and Services.

a 0 special problems are enco ered in maintenance
of Signal, Quartermaster, or Chemicdd Warfare equipment.

c. Captured equipment and supplies.
= Yo enemy equipment or nﬂﬁhu heve beén captured by this

organization during curremt pericd.

2=
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d. Salvage.
5 ﬁ:lvqo dumps for T/B and T/BA equipment are located
within ths various supply dumps as listed in par (a) (2) above.
(2) Only T/B and T/BA equipment is being salvaged, inoluding
major assemblies or sub-assemblies of vehicles and equipment .

e. Transportation and Traffic Circulation.
~ TI) Orgeanic transportation is adequate for current and
proposed operations.
(2) No supplemental transportation has been furnished
during the past period.
(3) See (2) above.
(4) No difficulties in convoy movement and clearance
have been encountered.
(5) There are no special difficulties to bring to attention.

f. BEvacuation.
o o Comment .

&- 7/0 & B 5-415, 15 May 1944 which supercedes T/0 §-415)
1 Apr '44 and T/BA #5, w/changes, has brought about overages amd
shorteges in equipment. Since some items now authorized wowld materially
inorease the efficiency of pending operations, it is fequested that such
information as is available, concerning issue of newly/authorized equip-

ment be forwarded to this headquarters.
o8

CUTTER
Major, 813th Engr Avn Bn
Commanding .

7 Incls:
Incl 1. Roster of Officers.-qfnnexyl.
Incl 2. Counter-Intelligence Summary - Annex 4.
Incl 3. QM Activity Repoft » Annex 7.
Incl 4. Ordnance Actiyity Report - Annex 8.
Incl 5. Medical Activity Repért - Annex 9.
Incl 6. Chemical Warfapewictivity Report - Annex 10.
Incl 7. Signal Actiyity Report - Annex 1l.

1st Ind. G/J/sr
HQ., 922ND/ ENGR. AVN. REGT., APO 126, U, S. Army, 26 July 1944,

T0: Commanding General; IX Engineer Command, APO 126, US Army.
For the Commanding Officer: /,
f'J‘u.« d { "
MURRAY ¢ 74it6ib
Captain, CE
M?utm&
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UNIT PERIODIC REPCRT

IX ENGINEER COMMAND (PROV)
Tournieres, 1 Mi S, T6274

UNITs 818th Engr Avn Bn CePey Lembert Zone 1
Report for period 17th to 23rd July 1944 26 July 1944.

ANNEX 7

-

QUARTERMASTER ACTIVITY

1. Supply and maintenance.
e. Status of Supply.
(1) Class I.
(a) Retions are drawn from Class I dump near Formigny
(T6586) and to date, the supply has been found adequate snd readily
available.

(2) Class II.
(a) Class II items are supplied by depot neap”Longues
ville (T6187) after requisitions have been approved by lst Army Quarter-
master. No particular difficulties have been encountered.

2. It has been indicated by current and past actiyities,\that the
supply of T/E and/or T/BA items of equipment is adequate.

3. No data is specifically requested.
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UNIT PERIODIC REP(RT

IX ENGINEER COMMAND (PROV)
Tournieres, 1 Mi 3, T6274
UNIT; 818th Engr Avn Bn C.P.s Lambert Zone 1

Repart for period 17th to 23rd July 1944 26 July 1944
ANNEX 8
ORDNANCE ACTIVITY

1. Supply and maintenance.
a. Status of Supply.
(1) Class II
(a) Class II Ordnance items have been drawn through
1814th Ordnance Co. near Cardonville, at T5388.
(b) Supply is generally adequate, and dump is regdidw
available.

b. Maintenance.
(1) Vehicles and weapons.
No vehicles have been deadlined during the previous
period, but full use has been made of facilities of 18l4thein repair
of weapons (small arms).

2. Technical Activities.

It is desired to call attention to the fact that)commercial tread
tires are unsuitable for prime movers. Vehicles ngt equipped with mud
and snow type tires are helpless when pulling hiesvy'trail loads off hard
surface roads. The two types of tires are interghangeable without wheel
modification, and changeover of all primefmover tires to mud and snow
type will prove an asset to field unitss

3. Tactical Information.
No comment .

4. No specific data is regifested, concerning ordnance material.
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UNIT PERICDIC REPORT

ENGTNEER COMAAND ( FROV )
UNIT 818th Engr. 2 Tournieres
APO 126, U. S. Amy TS27)

Rerort for period

Supply and Maintenance,
a. The source of sup
be. The supply is ad

The following Medical 1

unit are the Battalion A

39 Field Hospital.

Medical activity during period.
a. There have been no cases hosr
b. There have bsen no men returne
ce There have been no men

Tran:zportation.

a. There are no sugges wnges of transportation.
b. There are soluti ransport problems,

ce There are

de. There

Genreral M
a. There :
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UNIT PERIODIC REFORT
IX ENGINEZR COMMAND (PROV)
UNIT: 818th Engr Avn Bn C.P, Tournieres  pLambert
1 ¥i S T6274 Zone 1

(Location)

Report for period 17th to 23rd July 194 25(July)19l.b,
Date

ANNEX 10

CHEMICAL WARFAHE ACTIVITY
1, Supply and Maintenance,
2. Status of Supply.

(1) Class II
(a) Class II item are supplied by dump near Longusvills),

at T-6187, ”
(b) No difficulty has been encountered in obtaining
supplies,

2, This organization has not been equipped with a power driven decon~-
taminating apparatus,

3, Unit Gas Personnel,
8. There has been no change since last monthly report,
4, Triining program and schedule is listed im, last monthly report,
5, No special problems or hindranges tegarding CWS activities have been

encountered,

6. The e has been no chemighl Barfare astion by or against the unit,
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UNIT PERIODIC. REPORT

e

IX ENGINEER COMMAND Tournieres, 1 mi S
T6274, Lambert Zone 1

Report for period 17 Jul to 23 Jul 1944 24 July 1944
ANNEX 11
SIGNAL ACTIVITY
1. Supply and Maintainance.
a. Status of Supply.

(1) Class II
Class II Signal supplies are obtained from Depot 5-850 near
Isigny (T4985). The depot js readily accessible and no difficulties have bseh

encountered.
2. Radio.

a. Present equipment consists of 5 SCR-193 sets, one ofs¥hich, is on
temporary loan from 922nd Engr Avn Regt.

b. Radiated power from all sets is approximately 75 watts.

¢. All installations are mobile. Four sets are jfistalled in half-
tracks, M2, the remaining one in a l-ton Cargo Trailer® Pomef is supplied to
the latter by means of a separate battery and charger system.

d. Some difficulty is obtained in securing proper maintainance.
Necessary tools for replacement of minor assemblies Such as volume controls,
switches, etc., are not authorized equipment. Sueh equipment is controlled to
the extent that it is unobtainable withofit authorization of higher headquarters.
Instances have occurred in which an exchange of a complete receiver has been
necessary in order to get a volume géntrol seplacement.

e. A higher freqguency for ‘gperation of the SCR-193 sets is desirable.

3. Wire.
a. Telephone {acilit¥es.

(I Tie exterhal circuit to Powerhouse (T6175) has been taken out
due to the mdvesent ef that unit.

(#)/Arrangements are now being made for possible external
circuits to Mareo.&t LeMolay or A-5 at Chippelle. There is question as to the
advisability of such a set-up, inasmuch as both switbhboards are over three
miles from this unit, and there is no indication that this unit will remain
at this station for a sufficient time to warrant the laying of such wires.

(b) There is no external connection to an Air Force
switchboard.

e
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(c) There is no external connection to a British unit
switchboard.

b. There are no immediately available teletype facilities.
L. Courier Service.

a. Courier service is adequate. Courier service to higher echelons is
furnished by the 922nd Engr Avn Hegt. Couriers to subordinate units of this
command are furnished by this headquarters.

5. Secgurity.

_ a. Necessary security are enforced as far as possible in accordance
with current directives.

b. The following documents were destroyed during the period govered by
this report:

SOI 1-4, IX Engr Cmd, 29 Apr 194k (1 cy)

w 2.4, IX Eogr Cmd, 29 Apr 1944 (1 cy)

W 10-7, IX Engr Cmd, 23 May 1944 (3 cys)
20-6, gr Cmd, 14 July 1944 (1 cy)
20-5, , 5 May 1944 (2 cys)
21-2, , 12 Apr 1944 (1 cy)
23-2, IX K 1 Apr 1944 (1 cyf
24-2, 10 Apr 1944 (1 cy)/
25-2, 1 May 1944 (Fey)
30-3, 19 Mayel9ss (1 cw)
34-1B, , 1 May 1944, :il cy)

34-3D, IX , 19 Mag 19k4 3 cg)
37-1, IX Engr Cmd, 17 My 1944 (1 cy
Li-1, TX Engr Cmd, 15 May A% (3 cys)

o 100-1, IX Engr Cmd, INAPP{1944 (1 cy)
101-1A, IX Engr Gmd, 19\June 1944 (1 cy)
101-1C, IX EngrCndy, 1 Apr 1944 (1 cy)
101-3B, IX EfigrsCmd, 10 Apr 194k (1 cy)
101-4A, IX) Engr Cwd, 30 Apr 1944 (1 cy)
101§, X Engr thd, 31 Mar 1944 (1 cy)
101-10, IX\Engr Cmd, § Apr 1944 (1 cy)
101-11 ,NJX ¥ingr Cmd, 14 May 1944 (1 cy)
3Q1-31, Minth Air Force, 1 Apr 194 (1 cy)
10335, Ninth Air Force, 9 Apr 1944 (1 cy)
1G1%2, Ninth Xir Force, 21 Apr 1944 (1 cy)
201461, Ninth Air Force, 28 May 1944 (1 cy)
301-15, Ninth Air Force, 29 May 1944 (1 cy)

SOI 264-3, Ninth Air Force, 28 Jun 1944 (1 cy)

241-2, Ninth Air Force, 25 Jun 1944 (1 ey)

228-1, Ninth Air Force, 18 Jun 1944 (1 cy)

243-2, Ninth Air Force, 24 Jun 1944 (1 cy)

251-4, Ninth Air Force, 16 Jun 1944 (1 cy)

101-54, Ninth Air Force, 31 May 1944 (1 cy)

100-54A, Ninth Air Force, 12 Jun 1944 (1 cy)

101-55, Ninth Air Force, 28 May 1944 (1 cy{

101-53, Ninth Air Force, 28 May 194k {1 cy)

101-57, Ninth Air Force, 28 May 1944 (1 cy)
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(Annex 11, Unit Periodic Rpt, contd)’

6. Radio communication is the chief source of communication between this
headquarters and both higher and lower echelons. It has proved to be an
efficient means of handling administrative matters and some operational matters.
The chief difficulty in the transmission of messages is the time necessary for
the coding and decoding of messages causing considerable delay in their receipt.
The coding and decoding time is gradually being improved, but it will always
remain the chief obstacle to speed in transmission.

7. No data has been specifically requested.
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HEADQUARTERS ¥ :Date: B Sep I :
18TH ENGINEER AVIATION BATTALICN

APQ 126, U.S. Amy
6 September 1944

UNIT HISTORY
AUGUST 1944

1. Organization - Reorganization under T/O and E 5-415, 5-416, 5-417,
15 May 194k, completed 5 August 194k.

2. Strength, commissioned and enlisted - 33 Officers, 787 Enlisted Men,

3. Movement - Battalion departed LaVieille at 0830 hours 15 August A9k
by MT for permanent change of station to louplande St Leonard. Arrived

louplande St Leonard at 2030 hours same date.

Battalion departed Louplande St Leonard at 0830 hours 27
August 1944, by MT, for permanent change of station at Villacoublay. Afrived
Villacoublay at 1530 hours same date.

L. Casualties - Tec 5 Howard W. Baker, 31041591, and PfC Joseph J.
Kagwara, 36304227, fatally injured in vehicle accident &t linas, France, on

30 August 194k.
5. Decorations: None.

BSI cont Na
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818TH ENGINEER AVIATION BATTALICN
UNIT HISTCRY
AUGUST 1944

The activities of the battalion during the month were a new experience.
Besides the completion of one ALG and partial completion of another, the organi-
zation was assigned four other separate missions. uith the offensive of the First
and Third Armies gaining enormous success, the battalion, like others of its kind,
jumped from mission to mission, packing and unpacking, doing its part to afford
landing facilities for close support of the ground forces.

The first mission completed by the unit was the ALG A-19 at LaVieille, near
Saint lo. Vork had started on the strip on tue 31 August and was in full swing
by the first of the month. The ALG was operational 13 August, was completed 15
August, when the 852nd Engr Avn Bn assumed maintenance of the field.

The construction of A-19 was the standard ALG prescribed for the Normandy
operations. The work consisted of clearing dense hedgerows and numerous trees
and grading the necessary land for the installation. A strip 3600 ft by 120 ft
and 4 marshalling areas 300 ft by 100 ft were surfaced with Hessiap mat. A taxi-
way, 3 miles long, with 75 hardstandings, half Hessian mat afid halfsquare mesh,
encircled the field. Two 250-barrel gasoline storage tanks and 7/miles of access
roads completed the mission. T

On 15 August the battalion, less Co A, which remained at LaVieille until 18
August, moved to the site of its new mission, the éonstruction of ALG A-36, at
louplande Saint Leonard, near Lellans. The first unit to arrive at the new site,
Co C, was immediately assigned a priority mission, the clearing and marking of an
ELS, A-49C, at Beille, for use by transport, @afrcraft. The unit left Louplande
Saint Leonard upon arrival at 150800B August, and work commenced at noon of the
same day. By 1400 hours, the installation was/operational and was completed on

161500B August.

The work accomplished by Co ¢ on’A-49C included the clearing of 700 ft of
hedgerows, 20 trees, the rolling of/the)turf for the strip and the marking of
the field according to specifications<

Meanwhile, work on the 'wain mission, A-36, was started on 15 August. The
mission was the same-type as that completed at Lavieille. Conditions, both
weather and terraing were not as favorable as at the former station, however,
intermittent rain/ partigularly, proved to be a problem in the progress of con~-
struction. The installation was approximately 60% complete when, on 26 August,
the battalion was‘erdepéd to proceed to Villacoublay, near Versailles, and the
mission of completing the field was assigned to the 843rd Engineer Aviation

Battalion.

One other mission was assigned to and completed by the battalion during its
stay at Louplande Saint Leonard. At 201500B, the battalion received orders to
send a detachment to repair and mark a field near Chartres. The detachment, 3
officers and 70 enlisted men from Co A, under Capt. Wiedeman, left Louplande
Saint Leonard late on the same day and commenced construction on the mission at
210530B August. Temporary patching was done on 5 bomb craters and two other

oo LB CRET u iomm ‘ 24.s
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holes. A strip 120 ft by 3800 f¥ was marked, and the mission codpleted at 1500
hours the afternoon of the same date.

At 2000 hours 26 August orders were received from the 922nd Engineer Aviation
Regiment to proceed without delay to Villacoublay. An advance detachment was
immediately dispatched and the battalion moved as rapidly as possible within the
next two days.

The airdrome at Villocoublay was a new type mission for the unit. The
installation was a large airdrome, abandoned by the German Air Force only five
days before the unit arrived. The drome had been subjected to heavy bombing by
U. S. bombers, and installations not damaged by bombing, had been destroyed by
demolition by the Germans on evacuation.

Work on A-42, as the Villacoublay airdrome was designated, began on 27
August. By 30 August the field was operational and fighter planes came into the
field. With preliminary help from Co C of the 8,3rd Engineer Aviation Battalion
and the hiring of French civilian labor, 35 bomb craters were filled on the con-
crete runway, 38 on the taxiway, and 8 on access roads. The runway, taxiway, and
roads were swept and cleared of rubble and debris. The clearing of hangars and
buildings and the layout of a Tactical Air Depot on the field were insprogress.

While the battalion was at Villacoublay, Co A was dispatched”on\yet /another
mission. On 29 and 30 August, a grass field at Toussus-le-Nobldy A-L46;"was made
operational for transport aircraft. The work consisted in the=filling of 75 bomb
craters and the marking of the strip 3600 ft x 120 ft.

The battalion was not only kept on the move from the pactical standpoint,
but administratively as well. The arrival of new officers, in addition te com-
pletion of reorganization under new T/0 and E on 5/Augustenécessitated frequent
changes. Among the officers, 2nd ILt. James Ce Reid, 02048753, MAC, joined the
unit from Hq, Ninth Air Force and was assigned %o the Medical Section. 2nd ILt.
¥illiam G. Wood, 01116038 and lst Lt. Charled E. Kilpatrick, 01106674, CE, joined
the battalion from the 922nd Engr Avn Regt @and were assigned to Co B. Lt.
Batchelder and Lt. Erandt were relieved from dutdes in Co B and became the rieavy
Equipment officer and Personnel officer of\tid battalion, respectively. Lt.
O'Malley was appointed Assistant Supply, Officer~dnd was relieved of duties with

losses to the battalion during the month were the placing of Lt. Hamilton

eriod of indefinite detached sérvice with Hq, lst Engineer Aviation Brigade
(Prov) for reconnaissance work, and thé transfer of Captain Perrine to the 852nd
Engineer Aviation Battalion:

Capt. Bauer was promoted, to Major during the month, and Lt. Wiedeman to
Captain.
The strength'of eplisted personnel decreased during the period. Vhile many

were being carried aw transferred to hospitals, only 3 replacements, Pfc Paul F.
Kelly, 32941528, Pvtw fobert E. Remmy, 35037646, and Pfc Eillie R. Duree, 37522488,

were received.

The first contact with the enemy occurred during the month. On the 10th and
11th of August, three reconnaissance parties were sent to the Regiment recon-
noitre territory recently takern irom the enemy. The party under Lt. ton
killed two enemy motorcyclistu on 14 August while on reconnaissance up at the
front. The reconnaissance party under Lt. Dewsnap captured a prisoner on 12 August

-
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and on 14 August, the day before the battalion moved into the area, captured li
others. On 27 August, the advance party of the unit assisted members of the 843rd
Engineer Aviation Battalion in taking 7 prisoners at Villacoublay.

The advance of the two armies was so rapid, that the aviation engineers were
being moved forward into territory which although evacuated by the German Army
had not been occupied by Allied forces. At Louplande Saint Leonard, theWpattalion
was moved into an area where no American troops had been stationed. The troops of
the battalion were the first seen by the local population, except for the rapidly
moving armored spearheads that had pushed through in the vicinity. The same was
true of Villacoublay, where elements of the unit, together with Co C of the 843rd
Engineer Aviation Battalion, moved into an area which had only seen the advance
armored columns pass through.

While stationed at Villacoublay, the organization was quartered in permanept
type buildings for the first time since January 1944. Headquarters was established
in a former French seminary which had been used by the German Air Force as officers
quarters. Hg & S and Co A were billeted in a chateaux near the drome. Co B topok
over portions of the barracks on the field, which Co C was put up in a _scieol ih
nearby Selizy, which had been occupied by German troops.

Though only a few miles from Versailles and raris, members ofifthe Comfiand were
not able to enjoy visits to the cities. In addition to the work that had to be
done, the cities were off limits, as all others on the contingnt werev Fortunate
members of the battalion were able to get fleeting glimpses of\ Faris and Versailles
while travelling on official business through the towns. Chie mémoTrable occasion,
which was enjoyed by all who were able to attend, was a performance given by the
company of the "Folies Bergere," especially for members, of Ik Engineer Command in
the vicinity, in a theater in the suburbs of Paris.. It was the first performance
given by the "Folies Bergere" since the liberation ofi\the city.

 SECRET
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