THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

SECRET'

THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526



THIS PAGE IS DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 13526

£ NCR-3 18-+

DEG ;5 JWs o
Auth: CO 818 ZAB
Init: &/
Date: 6 Jan 1945

HEADQUARTEKS
818TH ENGINEER AVIATION BATTALION

APC 126, U.S. Amy
6 January 1945

UNIT HISTORY
December 1944
1. Organization - Negative.
2. Strength, commissioned and enlisted - 32 Officers, 755 Ei.

3., liovement: Company C departed station at Hamoir, Belgium, by XR
and established CP at Awirs, Belgium, on 9 Dec 194k. Company C returned
to Hamoir from Awirs on 19 Dec 19ik.

Headquarters departed station at Esneux, Beliumnby
MT on 26 Dec 194k, for permanent change of staticn to Herderen,\Belgium,
arriving same date.

Company B departed station at Esneux, Belgium, by MT
on 26 Dec 1944, for permanent change of station to Fallet/lheer, Belgium,
arriving same date.

Headguarters & Service Compaiy dnd Pompany A departed
station at Tilff, Belgium, by LT 26 Dec 19kk,(forigermanent change of sta-
tion to Herderen, belgium and Nothberg, Germany, respectively, arriving
same date.

Company C departed stdtion at Hemoir, Belgium, by MT,
for permanent change of station to/ftlleng/Belgium, arriving same date.

4. Casualties - None.

5., Decorations - Nong.
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S818TH ENCINEER AVIATION BATTALICN
UNIT HISTORY
December 1944

The month of December contained almost every possible form of activity
for the battzlion. The mission at Liers was completed during the month.
Toward the end of the month a new mission was assigned to the unit, the
construction of the first airdrome in Germany proper. The new mission,
together with the break-through by the German army through Bastogne toward
the lieuse, necessitated the movement of the battalion from ssneux, Belgium,
and vicinity. Other enemy activity, such as the dropping of parachutists,
robot bombs, bombing, had effects on the operations of the unit. In gen-
eral, December proved to be a full month in every respect.

The mission at Liers, Belgium, the winterizing of the IX Engineer
Command North Dump Area, was the only construction mission on which the
battalion worked during the month. Originally assigned as a minor&ask in
November, the job assumed proportions that had not been anticipat@d. E¥
15 December, a total of 5 officers and 220 enlisted men were employed on
the project. It was found adviseable to assign almost all of“Gompany C to
the mission, in aduition to detachments from all other compamies, and Lt.
Henry moved his company from Hamoir to liers on 9 December, deaving only a
small detachment in the chateau at Hameir. With the missién cémpleted on
19 December, all detachments returned to their units§ apd Company C returned
to station at Hamoir.

When the mission at Liers was completed, work acgomplished there
included the surfacing of 2,769 linear feet Of 108 to 14' road with base
rock, the surfacing of roads with 1,650 cubic yards with crushed rock, the
drilling, crushing and hauling of 612 cubic yard8 of rock, 456 cubic yards
of which was placed on roads and 156 subirysfdy stock piles for maintain-
ance, and the laying of 150 feet of f;* B+ pipelaid for drainage. Hand
drainage was carried out continually\to prepare sub-grade for road sur-
facing.

Following the completiol of\ihé mission at liers, the military situation
became the most import@nt“imfiuepce on the battalion. Prior to 19 December
1944, only robet bombs, ‘Wpich passed over the area toward Liege continually,
and reports of jible enemy parachutists in the area were the only contact
which the unit/ With the tactical situstion. One robot bomb landed in
the Motor Podl 6f Headquarters & Service Company at Ti1ff on 16 December,
damaging considerable ecuipment. On 19 December, however, the iiehrmacht
counter-offensive and break-through in the vicinity of Bastogne materially
effected the unity” The guard was more than doubled, all personnel were
placed on an alert status. Motorized patrols were sent out daily to obtain
information as to the situation. As the German army continued to advance
and approached Marche, all equipment which was immobile was evacuated to
St Trond, where the Motor Pool of the 8l6th Engineer Aviation Battalion was
located. All units of the command were instructed to load all possible
organizational supplies and equipment in order to facilitate possible
evacuation. In conjunction with First Army Engineers, the bridges in the
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vicinity crossing the Qurthe river were prepared for demolitiocn and placed
under guard. All possible measures for defense and svacuation consistent
with the situation were taken.

No evacuation became necessary. On 23 December, the $22nd Zngineer
Aviation Regiment, notified Lt Col. Cutter that the battalion was to move
to Germany. A mission had been assigned to the unit in the vicinity of
Luchem, Germany, between Eschweiler and Duren - the comstruction of a
fighter bomber strip on an existing autobahn (highway). The project,
known as the Autobahn Airfield, the first strip to be opened in Germany
proper, was a long term project, necessitating much preparatiocn in the
way of hauling concrete and aggregate to the site, as well as other
materials.

Lt Col. Cutter in accordance with instructions, with an advance
detail of one platoon from each company and necessary personnel from
headguarters sections, departed for Germany on 24 December. A site fom
the battalion was chosen among the deserted ruins of the town of Nothbergy
near Bschweiler. Preparations were made for the movement of the pest, of
the batialion.

The remainder of the battalion never moved to Germany. \During=the
night, Christmas Eve, information as to the tactical situakiorm\in the area
made a change of plans adviseable. A service battery cakmander advised
It Col. Cutter that he was short handed in men and weagpom§, tMat he had
been informed of possible enemy parachutist attack in the @r¥ea that night,
and requested It Col. Cutter to assist in case of that eyentuality. rlans
were made for employment of the 70 men in the mcwﬁrty and the few
weapons on hand. A visit was made to the QiviSiond} C-2 in the area to
ascertain the exact status of the military eitultion. The Divisional G-2
advised against any activity in connectiost wity the building of the
airdrome. The site for the drome was ufice® enémy observation, and any
construction there would inevitably dram aftjdlery and mortar fire. He
further stated that enemy activity Fehind‘gheif lines indicated that an
attack was probable, that it was dipect®q thef the attack would occur after
the offensive to the south hadceme % a halt. If and when the expected
attack came, the area Sould b¢ ea€ily “overrun by panzer troops suprorted by
parachutists. He further agvigéd Lt Col. Cutter to refer the matter of
activities concerninggths,alrdrofi€ to his immediate superior for reconsiaera-
tion in the light of thg tactital situation. A messenger, Capt. Hill, was
dispatched immediately U®, regimental headquarters to inform Col. Kumpe, the
regimental cogmefder, of the situation, with a request that the entire
battalion nof b€ moved into Germany. Capt. Hill returned the following
morning withl the information that previous instructions concerning movement
of the batialioh.id Fermany were rescinded, that one company would suffice
for the preparatiocs’vwork until the situstion was reiieved. The remainder of
the unit, however, was to depart from the vicinity of Esneux, because of the
tactical situation, that it was to find billets to the northwest of Liege,
where it was to remain until it was necessary and feasible to enter Germany.

On 25 December, billets were located as directed, and movement of the
battalion from Esneux was accomplished the following day. Company A left
Ti1ff and took station at Nothberg, Germany, as the advanced company of the
battalion designated to make preparations for construction on the Autobahn
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Company C and Company B moved to Millen, Belgium, and Fallet lheer,
Belgium, where they were guartered in schools and other available buildings.
Headguarters and Headquarters & Service Company moved to Herderen, Belgium,
Some difficulty was encountered in locating sufficient billets in Herderen.
Schools and all other available space were utilized, but it was neverthe-
less found necessary to quarter many of the enlisted men and all officers
in private homes. The cooperation of the local Flemish population made it
possible to get all personnel under cover.

In other respects; the battalion remained static. The strength of the
unit did not decrease as markedly as in other months, although only one new
soldier, Pvt. Dexter R. Stemple, 35384654, joined the unit from the 826th
Engineer Aviation Battalion.

Among the officer personnel of the organization, there was likewise
little change. On 6 December, Lt. Fulmer left the battalion and was
assigned to 70th Replacement Depot, to await shipment to the Zone of the
Interior. And on 15 December, Lt. Kilpatrick was reassigned from Company B
to Headguarters & Service Company, where he assumed the duties of Transper-
tation Officer. Lt. Wingo, who had been Transportation Officer, was“hoved
over as Repair Ofiicer.

On 7 December, a decoration was presented to a member of the unit for
the third time. Tec 3. Franklin Arneld, 37113835, was presefited the Bronze
Star at a battalion ceremony in the yard of St Michel Schoal ,/ispeux. Col.
Schilling, Commanding IX Engineer Command, made the preseq "of the
decoration, which had been swarded to the soldier by Gengral Orders #4l,
Headquarters, IX Engineer Command, 7 Oct 194k g

In affairs non-military, the battalion faredwell‘during the month.
The town of Esneux proved to be one of the finest Stations in the history
of the unit as far as recreational facilitiés werg concerned. The program
of dances and other functions initiated ir{ Noyember was expanded as friend-
ships were mode between the soldiers apd,th&{le€a} population. Members of
the unit participated in the local St [ichelas party for the orphans of the
village and, in turn, were the hosts ag a Christmas party given for the
children. liany ties were formed #n Bsnéux, and, when the unit departed,
both the battalion and civilizpswere sorry to see it go.

The holiday season Was“Semesbat marred by the movement of the unit and
by the cancellation of all\pass privileges by IX Engineer Command on 25
December. Jiith the unit alented for movement to Germany, the attendance at
midnight mass in/Ssnetix, where a choir of the battalion rendered the singing,
was the only f@qﬁo;‘:‘n could be attended. New Year's Eve was passed at
the new stations, where Jrecreational facilities were at a minimum, and the
restriction of page 'p‘x_{.v‘ilegea prevented any form of celebration. The old
year literally went™SUt with a "bang" when, at 11:30 P.Y, the night of 31
December, a Jerry plane dropped a bomb barely 50 feet away from the school
in which Headgquarters & Service Company was installed. Fortunately, Tec L.
Hans C. Anderson, 36227644 and Pvt. Edward G. Hoellman, 35255751, both only

slightly injured, were the only casualties.
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HEADQUARTERS X
818TH ENGINEER AVIATION BATTALION (G-C-2)

APO 126, U.S, Amy
31 January 1945

JANUARY 1
1. Organization - Negative.
2. Strength, commissioned and enlisted - 31 Officers, 726 EM.

3, Movement - Company "A" departed Nothberg, Germany, by organization
MT, for permanent change of station, to Busback, Germany, on 1 January 1945,
arriving same date.

Battalion Headquarters departed Herderen, Belgium, by
organization MT, for permanent change of station, to Eschweiler, Germany, on
1, Japuary 1945, arriving same date,

Medical Detachment departed Herderen, Belgium, by
organization MT, for permanent change of station, to Eschweilery Germany, on
16 January 1945, arriving same date. 4

Company "C" departed Millen, Belgium, by organization MT,
for permanent change of station, to Esciweiler, Germany, on 16 January 1945,
arriving same date.

Company "B" departed Fallet Mheer, Belgium, by
organization MT, for permanent change of station, to Durwiss, Germany, on
20 January 1945, arriving same date.

L4 Casualties - None.

5. Decorations - Private Buvard'G. Hoellman, 35255751, Headquarters &
Service Company, awarded the Purple Heart by Section II, General Orders No. 3,
Headquarters, IX Engineer Command’, 11 January 1945.

Techiician Fourth Grade Hans C. Anderson, 362276Lk,
H ers & SeFvice Company, awarded the Purple Heart by Section II, General
Orders No. 4, Headquarters, IX Engineer Command, 21 Janu 19

-
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SECREZ

HEADQUARTERS
818TH ENGINEER AVIATION BATTALION
UNIT HISTORY

JANUARY 1945

The month of Jamuary saw the battalion in a fluid situation. The
mission of constructing an ALG, Y-43, on the Autobahn near Eschweiler,
Germany, was assigned to the unit. The site of construction, however,
was still under direct enemy observation and artillery fire, and no
construction could be initiated. The activities of the battalion,
therefore, centered around the stockpiling of material on the site, so
that construction on the mission could commence immediately that the
situation permitted. As the situation in and about Bsclweiler did not
change materially during the first two weeks of the month, it was nct
feasible to station the entire unit near the site. As a result,

stockpiling of materials had to be accamplished over
with detachments of the battalion stationed in Bdgl\“.
. Personnel of the command were in a continual’ sta'
of movement to and from the various detachments. HNot until the middle

of the month, when all units of the battalion moved to the vicinity.of
Eschweiler, was the situation corrected. .

The greater portion of initial hauling of materials was rsnod
to Company "A", with attached personnel from all other units the
command. Amdﬁhmkmunotormnauuwkvu located
near Busback, Germany, and on 1 Japuary, Company nA" ‘gnd attached

personnel moved to Busback from station at Nothberg; Germany. The
hauling of rock by truck to the mkmlomdhmtqhmor
the site had been swept for mines. Besides 2 the activities of
the unit included the drilling, blasting 4nd ¢ of the rock in
the quarry.

No suitable pit for obtaining ballast for /concrete aggregate could
be located in the vicinity of Eschweller. It was necessary, therefore,
to make use of a pit in Hilleshagen, Holland. For the purpose of
operation and hauling, a detachment of Company "B" under Captain Pearson,
with attached equipment operators afid trucks, and vehicle operators
attached from 167th Chemical Smoke Generating Detachment, took station
at Lemers, Holland. The detachment operated in Lemers, Holland, until
18 January, when-the pit was closed. The haul to the work site proved
to be too long for efficient operation, and a suitable pit was located
at Broich, Germany.

As operations of this type got under way, it was decided to
establish an advance headquarters in Eschweiler for purpose of control.
On 9 January, Lt Col. Cutter, Major Denney, Lt. Angle and Lt. McClain,
together with a detachment of personnel consisting in the main of the
S-3 Section, established an advanced headquarters in the railroad station
at Bschweiler. A detachment of Headguarters & Service Company,
of the Headguarters & Service Company Motor Pool under Lt.
established itself in Eschweiler. In addition to duties inc
to the control of operations, the advance headquarters made preparations
for the movement of the remainder of the unit to Germany.

SECREI &) &
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Movement of the battalion began on 14 January, when the remainder of
battalion headquarters moved to the railroad station in Eschweiler. The
remainder of Headquarters & Service Company followed on 15 January.
Company "C" and the Medical Detachment executed movement to Eschweiler on
16 Jamuary. Company "B" did not depart from Fallet Mheer, Belgium until
20 January. The unit was assigned the duties of hauling cement from
Maastricht, Holland to the site at Y-43, and on 18 January, Lt. Wood and
a detachment were stationed at Maastricht. On 20 January, the remainder
of Company "B", plus the detachment at Lemers with attached personnel,
moved to Durwiss, north of Eschweiler, in the vicinity of the pit at
Broich. The detachment remained at Maastricht until 30 January, when it
rejoined the company at Durwiss.

Information was received from 922nd Engineer Aviation Regiment on
29 January that all activity on Y-43 had been deferred. The unit was
instructed to commence construction on Y-46, a standard ALG, on the site
of the "Flughafen Aachen," between Eschweiler and Aachen. The new
assignment entailed no movement for the battalion. It did, however,
make a conversion of activity necessary. All preparations for Y-43 were
stopped immediately, and all efforts were directed to the new assigmment,

Among the enlisted personnel of the battalion, the same
toward decrease in strength continued. It was more marked during January,
however, when a total of 29 enlisted men were lost to the unit, In
addition to the normal losses through transfer to other unitsj an &xcep-
tionally large number of men were lost through evacuation via hospitals.
No enlisted replacements were received during the month. *

Among the officers, there was considerable change. 1st Lt. Robert D.
Reynolds, 01111328, CE, was assigned to the orginization from 8l6th
Engineer Aviation Battalion, in exchange. for 1st Lt, Lawrence A, Widowski,
01100391, CE, (par. 7 and 8, SO #6, Hq IX Bigr Comd, 6 Jan 1945). Lt.
Reynolds was assigned to Company mA" as a/platoon’commander. Lt. Dewsnap
became the Company "A" Administrative officer and Second in Command. On
8 January, Lt. Brown was relieved from assigmment to Headquarters &
Service Company and became the Assistant Battalion S-4. Chaplain Arnold
was lost to the battalion on 24 Jafvary, when he was injured in a vehicle
accident and was transferred to|76th General Hospital.

There was little attivity.of a pon-military nature during the month.
Although passes were again, authorized while members of the unit were still
in Herderen, there was little transportation for recreational facilities.
In Germany, recreatidmal facilities were at a minimm. The necessity for
pon-fraternizatifn with German civilians precluded the issuance of passes.
Except for the limited number of personnel who were able to visit Paris
under the supervision/of IX Engineer Command, the unit had to be content
with the nightly movie that wés shown in Bschweiler.

The unit was fortunate in being the subject of little enemy action
during the period. On the night of 11 January, strafing by planes was
believed to have occurred, for 3 she}l holes were found in the ramp of
the stock pile. including air bursts, were seen on the
Autobahn whenever but no casualties were
inflicted. On another occasionm, the site was strafed by planes identified
as U.S: P47's. Two of the drivers attached from the 167th clnl:.lcul Smoke

Generating Detachment were wounded. . »
‘ $ECREI (amd)
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APO 126, U.S. Ay
11 January 1945

EXTRACT

e ks

By direction of the President, under the provisions of Army Regulations
600-45, 22 September 1943, as amended, and in accordance with authority

delegated by the War Department, a PURPLE HEART MEDAL is awarded to_each of )
the following named officer and enlisted men:

Edward G. Hoellman, 35255751, Private, Corps of Engineers; United States
Army, for wounds received as a result of enemy action on 31 December 19iL.

S P
By order of Colonel SCHILLING:
H. W, EHRGOTT

Colonel, CE
Chief of Staff

s/ J. E. Stephenson
t/ J. E. STEPHENSON
Major, IGD
Ad jutant General
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APO 126, U.S. Amy
21 January 1945

L a0 e

direction of the President, under the provisions of Army Regulations
600-1.?{ 22 September 1943, as unm’hd, and in accordance with authority
delsgated by the War Department, a PURPLE HEART MEDAL is awarded to each of

the following named enlisted men:

ingers
C. Anderson, 362276LL, Technician Fourth Grade, Corps of Eng »
Unit.og.;:atu Army, f;r wounds x,'eceind as a result of enemy action on

31 December 194k4. o L

By order of Colonel SCHILLING:

H. W. EHRGOTT
Colonel, CE
Chief of Staff

s/ J. E. Stephenson

t/ J. B. STEPHENSON
Major, IGD
Adjutant General
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APO 126, U.S. Army
6 January 1945

SPECIAL (RDERS)
NUMBER 6)

3

7. 1ST LT ROBERT D. REYNOLDS, 01111328, CE, is reld fr asgmt to 8l6th
Engr Avn Bn, is asgd, WP 818th BEngr Avn Bn. TDN by MT.

e £

8, 1ST LT LAWRENCE A. WIDOWSKI, 01100391, CE, is reld fr asgmt, to 818th
Engr Avn Bn, is asgd, WP 816th Engr Avn Bn. TDN by MT.

Sexk e
By order of Colonel SCHILLING:
H. W. BHRGOTT

Colonel, CE
Chief of Staff

s/ J. E. Stephenson
t/ J. E. STEPHENSON
Ma jor, IGD
Ad jutant Generdl
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Strength,

Lovement,

5.
gquarters, 218th Zngineer . n
heroism at Esneux, Belgium, per o
28 January 1945.

Pvt. Frederick
Soldier's ledal for heroism at ;.f{ﬂf'vfc,
IL Engineer Command, 15 February 1945.

1G4 leadauar
Tec 5o William L. Duncan, 1J.tb31”,5:, Lc,.._xu‘ e
rv Bro atapr Medal per G MR, Neddquarters, li
Service Company, awarded Eronze Star Zedat I it ¥
wompary , g e
Engineer Command, 11 February 1945.

0 . de rters &
Tec 3. Chester L. DdifreeSg, 35171591, Headquarter
2ot B stap Veddl pdr GO #L, Headouarters,
Service Company, awarded Zronze Star ledad | i )
Engineer Command, 23 February 1945.

Capt, ¢
/Histepian

/
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HEADQUARTERS
818TH ENGINEER AVIATICN EATTALICOK

UNIT EISTORY
FEBRUARY 1

For the first month since April 19&*, no movement was made by the
battalion or any subordinate unit. All units of the battalion remained
at their stations in and near Eschweiler, Germany, and worked on the
assigned mission, Y-46, between Bschweiler and Aachen.

At the end of the month, Y-46, Aachen, was 32% complete. It was
expected to be operational by 13 March 1945 at the latest. In spite of
the thaw that occurred during the esrlier part of the month and inter-
mittent rain for two weeks,thereafter, progress on the field went ahead
satisfactorily. 33% of the runway w:is completed, involving the laying
of 1600 cubic yards of rock as fill for proper grading, 418,988 square
feet of SKT, 378,347 square feet of Hessian, and 298,157 square feet o
PSP. Taxiways and hardstands, 30 of the latter finished, were 26%
complete. This entailed the laying of 1000 cubic yards of rock ang
gravel, 300 bales of straw, 279,525 square feet of SMT, 243,330 sfuare
feet of Hessian and 188,240 square feet of PSP. Access roads yWerel 26%
complete, involving the laying of 5120 linear feet of rock an&Wb,38E
square feet of SMT. In adaition, 1260 linear feet of draipmge ditch,
1300 linear feet of 10 inch pipe and 600 linear feet of c@ngiit pipe
were installed for necessary drainage. Four (4) petrol stgragg tanks,
250 bbl, were completed.

The unfavorable weather was not the only elgfept Whih retarded
construction on the field. The hauling of gocland 8ther materials
presented a problem. Aachen was the closest railhead where construction
supplies could be hauled. The battalion halli to, fuPnish the necessary
equipment for the hauling of these materials)from Aachen. Using prime
movers, trailers and trucks from 167 Chentigdl Smoke Generating Detach-
ment, 211 railroad cars were unloaded and tHe materials hauled to the
site. The necessity for hauling of\the materiél proved a drain on the
already critical manpower shortage inNthe battalion.

Considerable change took plfce dn the enlisted personnel of the
unit. The enlisted stpength of tR® unit was decreased by 29 men. In
addition to the usual logses tue”to hospitalization, 54 men were trans-
ferred to the Ground Forc#& Refnforcement system for training as combat
infantrymen., O B Eebruaryy 42 men left for that purpose for the 12th
Reinforcement/Dgfdt i the UK and on 24 February, 12 additional men
departed for th§ same Giestination. Nor was the end in sight, for the
battalion was Wobhidfed that more were to be transferred in the near

future.

In exchange, 21 reinforcements, former combat infantrymen class-
jfied as limited assignment, were received from 922nd Engineer Aviation
Regiment on 16 February. They were especiaily u%od at this period,
when the manpower of the battalion was short indeed.

In spite of this shortage, the fact that the unit was stationed in
Bschweiler, where no recreational facilities were present, made a pass
policy necessary. On 18 February, 15 enlisted men departed from

SECBEL =3~
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Eschweiler, having been granted a well earned 30 day furlough in the U.S.
Passes to Paris, to the IX Engineer Command rest home, were available for
13 men weekly. In order to take care of those who could not be included
on the limited guotas going to the U.S. and Paris, the battalion set up
its own rest home in a Chateau in Esneux, Belgium. Although facilities
in the Chateau had to be kept at a bare minimum, an opportunity was given
to all to visit Esneux, where most had acquaintances, for two days each
month.

Among the officers, promotions were the only changes noteds Lt.
Brandt, Lt. wohead and 1t. Wood all received promotions to First
lieutenant (per par 13 and 1., SO 32, Hq Ninth Air Force, 1 Feb 1945 and
par 5, SO L6, Hq Ninth Air Force, 15 Feb 1945), under the new policy
established for the promotion of Second Lieutenants. Lt. Henry received
his Captaincy during the month (per par 8, SO 32, Hg Ninth Air Force,

1 Feb 1945).

In general, the month of February was one of the most uneventful
for the unit since arrival on the continent., During most of the mc nth,
the 9th and lst Army sector around Eschweiler was uneventful, The Ty
jtem of interest was the preparations maae by the lst Army for its
attack at the close of the month and the artillery barrage laid down
jmmediately prior to the attack. 411 was not quiet, however, byNgny
means. Considerable air activity, both friendly and otherwiS€Y comjinme
during the entire month. One was dropped in the close vICing t;
battalion headouarters, but no casualties were caused. g gV land
of two P47 fighter bombers on v-L6 during the month alfc gfroved a
reminder that the fighting was not

A change in the status by the +alion withQgegaMs te higher
echelons of command occurred during the month. NN 8 February, the
unit was relieved of assignment to Vingf Nir Borce and was assigned

"

directly to IX Engineer Conmand by AF oaf. 2, 1tr, Hg USS
13 Feb 1945, file 322, subject: "Assigment L/ njts (Nie 12",
immediate effects could be noted as alrestit &fMfhe change.
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HEADQUARTERS
IX ENGINEER CCLMAND

APO 126, U.S. Army
28 January 1945

GENERAL CRDERS)

NUMBER 5)
SECTICN I: AWARD CF SOLDIER'S MEDAL

By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress
approved 2 July 1926 (Bulletin 8, Var Department, 1926) and in accordance with
authority délegated by the liar Department, a SCIDI:R'S MEDAL is awarded tof
MICHAEL J, BRANDT, JR., 01110394, Second Lieutenant, Corps of #ngineers, Wnpited
States Apmy, for heroism displayed on 25 December 1944 near Esneux, BedBduma
Observing a four-ton truck overturn into a canal, Second Lieutenant Brandt) unhesit-
atingly leaped into the icy water and swam to the aid of nine soldder§ trabped
underneath the truck, Upon reaching the side of the overturned fehicle;” Second
Lieutenant Brandt, with the help of three other men, cut the ga&nvas tarpaulin
so that the trapped men could be reached, Though his fingerS8were ¥feezing and
his whole body numb from the chill of the water, Second Ljewtenant Brandt dropped
each of the drowning soldiiers within reach of the other fleny who*held them
above water. Each of the drowning men was then pulled aSiore By means of a
rope which Second Lieutenant Brandt tied around theif waist®. Though suffering
from the extreme cold and fully cognizant of the danger, $econd Lieutenant
Brandt continued his efforts in the freezing cap&h urttdd”all but one of the
bodies were recovered, His display of devgtiog| to Syty, tireless energy and
his courageous action on this occasion resultedNn saving the lives of three
fellow soldiers and are representative ofghe\gighest traditions of the armed
Forces of the United States, ZIntered miflitRry Service from Wiisconsin,

By COrder of Co)OmiRl 3GfILPING:

o AL

He &
Colonel

5/" . St ephSyison
if o~ E HENSC!
Ma jor,) ICD

A iptgnt Cene ral
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HEADQUARTERS
IX ENGINEER CQMMAND

APO 126, U.S, Army
15 February 1945

GENERAL CRDERS)
NUMBER 13)

Section I
Avard of Soldier's Medal

By direction of the President under the provisions of the Act of Congress
approved 2 July 1926 (Bulletin 8 War Department 1926) and in accordance with
authority delegated by the ¥r Department a Soldier's Medal is awarded to the
following enlisted men:

Private Fpederick C Mehr, 12057707, Corps of Ingineers, United Sta%es
Army. For heroism displayed on 25 December 194/ near Esneux, Belgifim. Chwthe
evening of 25 December 1944 a four-ton truck carrying a load of goldiersjover-
turned in a canal near Esneux, Belgium, Without regard for hisgpersonal safety
Private Mehr entered the freezing water and saved two of the _droWping soldiers.
Learning that at least nine other soldiers were trapped undér She owerturned
truck, he obtained a wrecker, re-entered the canal to attachs@ chain to the
axel, and righted the truck., His courage and quick aclfOhweresdfnstrumental in
saving the lives of three other soldiers and exemplify| th€ highest qualities
of the soldier. Entered military service from New Iorke

By command of Brigadier Ceperal NEWMAN:

H W EHRGOTT
Colonel, CE
Chief of Staff

OFFICIAL:

s/ Paul J. Abbott
t/ PAUL J. ABBOTT
Captain, AC
Asst Adj Gen
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HEADUARTERS
IX ENGINEER CCMOIAND

APC 126, U.S. Ammy
11 February 1945

GENERAL ORDERS)

NUMBER 12)

BCTION II:
SECTION II
By direction of the President, under the provisions of Executive Crder |
9419, L February 1644 (Section II, Bulletin 3, War Department, 1944 ), and in
accordance with authority delegated by the Vigr Department, & BRONZE STAR
MEDAL is awarded to each of the following named officers and enlisted men:

#illiam L. Duncan, 11063185, Technician Fifth Grade, Corps of [Engineers,

United States Armmy. For meritorious service in connection with fiillary
operations from 10 August 1944 and 2 October 194L. -

BY CCMMAND CF BRIGADIER CENERAL NEWMAN @

H. e EHRGCTT
golonel, CE
Chief of Staff

OFFICIAL:

s/ J. £. Stephenson

t/ J. B, STEPHENSCK
Major, IGD
Adjutant General
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Section I
iwards of Bronze Star Medal

. . tor O
i h ovisions of Executive Crader 75%y»
By direction of the President under the provisions ol . Orda *i
i R 3 2 v r N CCOPLANN
- > ) csection I Bulletin 2 W eDa 1944 ) n : ‘ k
I, February lL,. Se "_ “A e r Depart nt a snze Star e ial is aWarde 2 to
with authority delegated by the hiar Depal'tl
each of the following officers and enlisted men:

T i m s 1 aprade Chester-1 DeFreese 35171591 Corps off Enslgegrs, Unite
Technician Third Crade Lhes

i carvice in connection with militarg opérations-irom
States Army. For meri arvice i

1 July 1942 to 1 September 1944,

h W ZHEGOTT
Colonel, C&
Chief of Staff

OFFICIAL:

idjutant Genergl
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HEADIUARTERS
NINTH AIR FORCS

APO 696, U.S, Army
1 February 1945

SPECIAL ORDERS)

NUMBER. ¢ ¢ 0 0432)

8., DP, under the provisions of AR 605-12, 17 Aug 1944, and pursuant to the
auth contained in Cir 90, Hq, European TO USA, 17 Aug 1944, the fol named Officers
are promoted to the temp gr indicated, in the AUS, w/ rank fr date of this opder,

FIRST LIEUTENANT TO CAPTAIN
BEVERLT 2, HENRY, JR.  0h62788 CE

13. DP, under the provisions of Par 4d (4), AR 605-12, 17 Aug 1944, Bnd
pursuant to the auth contained in Cir 90, Hq, European T0 USA, 17™Aul9%¥, and
1tr, Hq, European TO USA, file 210,2 subj: "Promotion of Second (Lieutenants",

16 Dec 194k, the fol named Officers are promoted to the temp (Er $ndigated in the
AUS, w/ rank fr date of this order.

SECOND LIEUTENANT TC FIRST LIEUTEN .
MICHAEL J. BRANDT, JR. 01116394105

14. DP, under the provisions of Par La (&), ANGO5A2, 17 iug 1944, and
pursuant to the auth contained in Cir 90, Hq, Eurepearn TO USh, 17 Aug 1944, and
*Ltr, Hq, European TO USA, file 210,2 subj® "Promotien of Second Lieutenants”,
16 Dec 194k, the fol named Officers are promoted, to the temp gr indicated in
the AUS, w/ rank fr date of this order.,

SECCND LIEUTEY
UICHAEL J. &

By command #T ¥ajon General VANDENBERG:
W W MILLARD
ColGSC
Cof S
OFFICIAL:

sk Hagold L. Carter

%/ WERQLD L. CARTER
3 Col AGD
Asst Adj Gen
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HEADJUARTERS

NINTH AIR FORCE

APQ 696, U.S, Amy
15 February 1945

SPECIAL CRDENS)

NUMBER. ¢ ¢ + » 4 46)

5. DP, under the provisions of Far I.d,(L';‘, AR éLS:'lz‘,ﬁl'? .\1,3;11?&1,3“ ;ammd
pursuant to the auth contained in Cir 90, Hg, Eurcpean 1IC USa, l Auvg 19 Mé 7
Ltr, Hq, Zuropean TO USA, file 210.,2, subj: "Prqmot,mp of beconJ‘L(:?u‘tten:nhs .
16 Dec 1944, the fol named Cfficers are promoted to the temp gr indicated an
the AUS, w/ rank fr date of this order.

SECOND LIEUTENANT TC FIRST LISU I&hal
WILLIAM G. WOCD

By command of lajor General VANDENDEI::

CFFICIAL:

. H. lionahan
/ F. H. MONAHAN

Lt Col, ACD

Asst Adj Gen
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WUARTFERS :
UITITED STATES SIR c AIR FORCIS I'T EURQOPE:
0ffice of the Ccu.uiennding General

322,

SUBJECT: Aesigmment of Units No.12)

TO . Cormanding General, Tinth Air Force, ATO G96.
Co:maonding General, Air Technicel Service Co:mend in Europe,
APO 633,
Co-zianding General, IX Engr Co riand, APO 126.

T. r.g & Hq 8g, IX I:n‘i_,ineer Comaand is relicved fron agsigpricnt fo
the "Ti=ih Air Terce, cifective 000 ours, 20 Feb 1045,

2e The following listed units arc relioved from assiprientgo %he
s7inth Air Ferce and arc assigned to the IX Engincer Coruland, etfoctive
0001 hours, 20 Fcb 1¢45:

922nd Engr Avn Regp 843rd BEngr Ava Bn

g24th Engr Avn Reg g46th Engr Avn Bn

g26th Engr» Avn Repn 850th Engr A Ip

g26th Engr Avn Regp i 52nd Engr Avn 3R

816th Engxr Avn In £62nd Engr Apwiin,

g18th Engr Avn B 4715t Ingr JJoiat Co

g19th Engr Avn 3 475th Ernge adnt/Co

g20th Engr Avn B 937th Bpfr Wy Caucuflege Bn
825th Engr Awvn B 002n® IR AB Eq Co

8256th Enpr Avn I 20etia Ned\isp Am

830th Engz Avn In 2074t :8d Avm

832nd Engr Jvn Bn 21§ty ied Jom

833rd Engr Avn B! Rl i Avn

£34th Enpgr Awm D) 22t €4 Avn

840th Engr Awm In o \12024th :P

305th figlCowin

£
T £k £ (8
a0 aa
3 0 K D

QUYL
o
3

5

o1 agoipmacnt to Alr

Se The folloring Jisiol e arc relicved £fr
ned to IX Ingincer

Toehrienl Service Commandelin Mepc, ond arc assig
feond, effcetive 0001 holgs, 20 Fot
1 BEfegp AW 2 3615t Engr Avn Bn
h Jngr A\ B 50th Engr Avm Bn
1 e g Bn Bngr Am Bn
IR o Bn g76th A/B Ing Avn
Engr Avn B 877th A/3 Engr Avn
Dngr Awm On g78th A/B Ingr Avn
B daint Co

4, Preaent attochment h Ingr Avn Bn, g44th Engr f'.vr. Bn a1
8613t Enpgr Avn Bn tc UK Booc n will not be affccted by this re-
asoignment,
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By commend of Ligutcnon

Asst AdJ Gen.,

N: A Plus

+ Orno Branch)

Att: Air AG Pub Bronch) (10)

can-T of Opno gs)

r Force (10
ical Service Cormand in IDurope (5)
Bage A pot Arca, ASC, US Strategic Air Forces in Europt] (18
Centrel Air Depet Arca (Prov) ASC US Stratesmic Air Forcganin
Durepe (10)
, Il DEagincer Command (10)

coch unit concerned (3)
e3rd IRU

.

Repreduced by Hq; IX Engr Ccod,
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. SECRET
I Auth; CG 3’

SECRE
Init:
Dete: 13 Apr 45
HEBAD U/RTRS
8lnill SNGINEER AVIATION BaTi LI W G

APC 126, U.5. Army
13 April 1945 b

UNIT HISTCRY
MARCH 1945

1, Organigation - Negative,
2, Strengih, eomrissioned and enlisted 30 Ofilces 703 3N,
3« bMovement - YNeg-tive,

he Casualties -~ a, %ac 4. Oliver E. LcCliater, 35250100, Compafy 53
w28 a non-battle casualty con 13 Merch, when Yo wis killed on airfield\¥-46
by the aecidentzl explesion of a tire from a Gerauea plans,

b, Sgt. Merle L. Dillie, 35254981, Company C and Te¢ 5. Geadla i,
Sullivan, 32757116, Medical Secticn, were bettle casualiies on'RY lMarech
when they were seriously wounded in & mine -field near Healrath, Gersany.

5. Dbecorations - =, Sgt. Franecis Schmid, 36045669, Tee k. Cliver &.
McClister, 35250100, Cpi. Anthony J. Reo, 32198419, Rlifof, Coupany B, were
averded the Soldier's lMedal for herelss ne:r Eschweilér, Jermany on 2 Feb
1945, per Sec I, Gemeral Crders 15, Headquarterd, IN, Angineer Command,

1 ¥erch 1945,

b, Unit was ciled for battle participaticn credit campaign

"Northern France" per letter, HesdguarteRs, AIUU A, AG 200.6 OpGA, 30 Karch
1945.

0oL Cous 9

S11381
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HE /D GARTERS
816TH ENGINEER VIATIOR

UIIT ISTORY
MARCH 1945

Por the second month in succession, movement was not a part of the
battzlion's history. DNeither the batialicn mor amy pertion thereof moved
from its station, In all other forms of activity, however, the battalion

was busy.

The primary activity of the unit, of course, was beat toward the
sssigned mission, Airfield Y-46. As the weather cleared during the month,
construction wes speeded. On 14 March 1945, the field was declared
operstional, the first airdrome constructed in Germany by U,3. Engineers.
Mmdrﬂ'-cmuﬁothofhldmdu-hmm,ont-ba'.
same day, the first mission was flown.

For the first time sinee arrival on the contineant, members of tiie
organization were afforded the opportunity of watching operations on a
airdrome constructed by them, On all previous fields, the unit jifd been
ordered to another task before the Air Forces could get into operations.

few fighter planes had been forced in due to eneay ac
made the first of ficial mom-crash landing in-a ot 10 Mareh.
had landed on the field earrying blood plasmd for field hospitals
and a JusS8 had crashed on the rumway with no |/ But there were
of minor interest compared to seeing agh: ations against the
mm,mummamtm.:m-u
Liberators coming and going regularly.

the field was completed at the end of the month, it was the
ALG, except that mach bad been added. Total materials used on the
1,557,233 square feet of P3P, 2,152,
658, Tt of Hessitg maberial. 34,868
9,855 cubie yards of einders, 5, yar
2,563 bales of straw were bauled apd laid, 2,400 limear feet of drain
ipe and 600 linear feet of conduit pipe (cable) were installed. 10,486
cubie yards of sarth”had™%e be moved. In addition, a Butler hanger and
steel tanks, 42,000 gellons capacity, were erected. All
-wm.r.rmmunwnuwmmmumum

The urdt(Tecei¥ed much deserved recognition for the construction of
Yebb. As the 'first Field to be constructea in the Releh, it received
attention from miny correspondents When the field wns turned over to the
Ammrom,imunmuonmr\—ymum. Cutter
presented the drome to the station commander, Col. Ray Stecker, AC.

Two other minor missions of interest were assigned to the battalion by
the regiment. Om 17 Merch, the road and shoulders between Eschweiler and
Langerweke were cleared of wines. And on 25 March, mines were cleared from
the road and shoulders between Eschweiler and Kirchberg.

e
SECREZL
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SEGLET
Basie: Page 2 of Unit History, Hq. €18th Engr Awvn Ba, March 1945.

Among en.isted persommel of the battalion, many changes occurred. For
the first time in many months, the unit showed an inerease in strength, in
spite of continued losses, including sose 20 reinforcements detailed % the
infentry. To offset the decrease, 3k reinforcements, limited assignment,
were received during the month, all former infantrymen.

More changes ocourred among the officers. (Um 17 Mareh Major Johm E.
Minshan, 022949, CE, joined the battalion from IX Engineer Command (par 8,
S 71, Hq IX Engr Comd, 1k Mar 1945). Lt Cod. Lloyd A. Cutter, 0237183, CB,
was relieved from assignment to the battalion and was assigned to Headgu rters,
63rd Fighter Wing (par 6, SO 73, Hq IX Engr Comd, 16 Mer 1945). Wwhen Col.
Cutter departed on 19 March, Mejor Minahan assumed command of the organiszation.
2nd Lt. Welter J. O'Malley, 01108214, CE, Assistant Battalion Sk, was also
relieved from assignment to the unit and was assigned to the 10th Reinforce-
ment Depot on 23 March as & result of roclassification (par 31, SO 82, Hg
ETOUSA, 23 Mar 1945). 2

On 29 March, a battalion ceremony w s held in Eschwciler. Cole~Kiwl By
Sehilling w:s rhe reviewing officer and presented the Scldier's Medsl to It.
Brandt and Sgt. Schaid, and the Bronse Star Medal to Tec 3. Defreess.
Headguarters & Service Companmy of the 922nd Engineer Aviation W also
participated in the ceremony ' s well as in the decorations,

In recreation, the situstion changed little although oivildans returned
to the Bschweiler arca after the advance of the combaf eléments, the mon~-
freternizaticn policy prevented amy socisl activity wigh them, Nightly
movies were the main source of every-day recreatifins Offfcers ani men were
given leaves and passes, however, in accordénce ‘With allotments granted. A
limited nusber of officers and men were dven'leave to England. A few
personnel were granted leaves to the Frenchiiiviera. Allotments were moTe
generous for passes to Paris and Bsneux, (Belgium,” where more personnel

enjoyed passes.

-2-
SECREI
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HBADCUARTER S
IX ENGINETR COMMAND

APO 126, U.8, Army
1 March 1945

GENERAL ORDERS
NUMEER 15 EXTRACT

Section I
Awards of Soldier's Medal

2. By direction of the President under the provisions of the Act of
Congress approved 2 July 1926 (Bulletin 8 War Department 1926) and in
sccordance with authority delegated by the War Department a Soldier's Medad
4s awarded to e:ch of Lhe following enlisted men for hercism displayed on
2 February 1945 near Eschweiler, Germany. Upon learning that a soldier had
been wounded in a mearby mine field these men went to his rescue wiifiout,
hesitation., The wounded man'c leg had been blown off and in his iom

he was firing his carbine in all directions. Fully cognizant of “the danger
the mem entered the field, sarefully picked ther way to the wouhded soldier
and carried him to safety. Their eourageous action on this dccasicn’is
representative of the highest traditions of the militery service and resulted
in saving the life of a fellow soldier.

Technician Fourth Grade Oliver E. MeClister;~35256100, Corps of
Engineers, United States Army. Entered military servite froa Kentuecky.

Corporal Anthony J. Rec, 32198419, Cofpsef Engineers, United
States Army. Entered military service from Ney York.

Sergeant Francis Schmid, 36045669, Cetps of Engineers, United
States Army. BEntered military service from Illimois.

BY COMMAND OF BRIGADIER GFNEAL NEWMAN:

OFFICIAL: H w EHRGOTT
Cclonel, CE
Chief of Staff
o/t/
J & STEPHENSON
Major, AGD
Adjutant Gefigral
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HEAD UARTER S
IX ENGINEER COMMAND

APO 126, U.8, Arwy
23 February 1945

GaNERAL ORDERS
NUMBER 14 EXTRACT

Section I
Awarde of Bronze Star Medal

By direction cof the President under the provisicns of Executive Crder
9419, L Pebruary 1944 (Section II Bulletin 3 War Department 1944) and in
accordance with authority delegsted by the War Department a Bronze Star
Medal is awarded to each of the following officers and enlisted men:

Technieian Third Grade Chester L DeFreese 35171591 Corps of Engingers,
United States Army. For meritorious service in connection with military
operations from 1 July 1742 to 1 September 1904,

BY COMMARD CF BRICADIER GENEIAL NETMAN:
OFFICIAL: H ® EHRGOTT

Colcnel, CE
Chief of Staff

t/

J B STEPEENUN
Major, 16D
AdJjutant General
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HRADCUARTER 5
IX ENGINEER COMMAND

APO 126, US Army
14 March 1945

SPECIAL CRUERS
NUMBER 7 BXTRACT

8 Pol C in asgmt dir, TDN by MT.

Kane I;&g fr el‘d and WP
MAJ JOHN E MINAKAN Hq IX Bngr Comd 21th Engr Avn Bn

022949 CE
BY CCMMAND OF BRIGADIKR GENE 4L NE¥MANi

OFFICIAL: H W EHRGUTT
Colonel, CE
Chief of Staff

s/t/
J B STEPHERSON
Ma jor, AGD
Adjutant General
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HEADGUARTERS
IX ENGINEER COMMAND

APO 126, U.S, Army
16 March 1945

SPRCIAL ORDERS
NUMB ER 3 EXTRACT

6. LT COL LLOYD A CUTTER 0237183, CE, is reld fr asgmt to 81€th Engr Awn
Bn, asgd to Hg 63rd Fir Wg APO 374, placed on DS and WP Hq First Tactical AF,
APO 374 for dy as engr. Upcn compl DS will ret proper orgn. TDN by MT =il
acft or rail 68-114 P 431, 1L32-02 A 212/50425. Auth VOCG US Stretegic Air
Forces in Burope this date.

BY COMMAND OF BRIGADIER GENE AL NEWKAN:

OFFICIAL: H ¥ EHRGOTT
Colonel, CE
Chief of Staff

s/v/
J B STEPHENSON
Major, AGD
Adjutant General
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1 SELCLE]
o Ep P =S >
tAuths CC i\ a0
o 1Inibs

tDates 11 Eay 1945

ADCUARTIRS fessesenssesasesassencs
n G

H
18TH ENCINEZR AVIATICK BATTALICH G

APO 1%' UeS, Army
13 kay 1945

l, Urganization - Negative,
2. G4trength, commissioned and enlisted 31 (fficers, 740 Bi.
3. lovement:

Compary C departed Rschweliler, Germany, by &I for permanent change
of staticn to kels, Germany, at 0930 hours, 2 April 1945. Arrived at jils
1045 hours same date., Ulstance travelled 25 amiles.

Company A departed busbach, Gersany, by uT, for permaneptichange of
station to Sinsig, Cermany, at 1000 hours, 5 April 1945. Arriydd Singis
1300 hours same date., Uistance travelled 75 miles.

Advence Detachment Battalion liesdquarters departed Fechyeller,
Germany, by KT, for permanent change of station to Sinsty, Gezafny, at 0800
hours 12 April 1945, Arrived Singig 1100 hours same dale. Distance travelled
75 mnileas.

Company B departed Durwiss, Germanyy by &I, ab 0300 hours, 12 April
1945, for permanent change of station tc Inigk Cormany. Arrived
Enickhagen 2000 hours same date. Distancestravelled 235 miles.

Advance Detachment Battalion JieadiWartens departed Sineig, Cermany,
by KT, at 0900 hours 15 April 1945, {fr parmahept change of station to
Nerseburg, Cermany. Arrived Cottingen, Certany, 1800 hours same dale,
Departed Cottingen 1300 hours lo/%pBil L5, arrived Lersedburg 1200 hours
same date., Distance travelled 3R dles.

Battalion Head%usr¥erg.ani Ledical Uetachment departed Zechweller,
Germany, by LT, et 0400 hSyrs 15 April 1945, for permanent change of station
to lerseburg, Je « Arriyed Gottingsn 2300 hours same date. Leparted
Gottingen for igfeebing at 0S0C hours 17 April 1945, arrived Merseburg at
1400 hours sand dhte. \Wistance travelled 380 wilses.

Compan®, C@psried Kelz, Gersany, by kT, for permanent change of
station to Merseolrg; Germany, at 0630 hours, 12 April 1945. Arrived Cottingen,
Germany, at 2200 hours same date. Departed Oottingen at 0800 houwrs 19 April
1945 and arrived kerseburg at 1700 hours sans date, Distance travelled 350
ziles,

SEELEL
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Company B departed inickhagen, Germany, by ¥I, for permanent charge
of station to Winterburen, Cermany, at 1300 howrs, 19 April 1945, Arrived
Winterburen 1300 hours same date. Distance travelled 2 alles.

Headquarters & Service Company, less detachment, depaerted Eschweiler,
Germany, by XT, for permanent change of station to Lerseburg, Cermany, at
0900 hours, 20 April 1945. Arrived Winterburen at 1500 hours same date,
Departed *interburen st 0800 howrs 21 April 1945, arrived kerseburg 1500
nours same date, Ulistance travelled 380 miles.

Campany © departed Winterburen, Germany, by kI, for permanent change
of atation to Cassel~valdau et 1300 hours, 27 April 1945. Arrived Cassel-
waldau 1340 hours sure date, Distance travelled 1J miles,

Battalion Headquarters departed verseburg, Germany, by u¥l, fes
perssanent change of station to Cassel-taldau, Germany, at 0830 howrs, 20
April 1945. Arrived Cassel-taldau 1500 hours same date. Distange travelled
150 alles.

He#d uarters & Service Company and Ledical Detachunt depatied
Lerseburg, Germany, by LI, for persanent change of station to\Cassel-Faldau,
Germany, at 0830 hours 29 April 1945. Arrived Cassel-igldat 130 hours
sane date, Distance travelled 150 miles.

Le Casualties - None.

5. Decorations - a. Unit cited for batfle participation credit,
canraign "lormandy”, per lir, Hq ETCUSA, AG 20G,6 OPCA, 17 March 1945.

b, Unit cited for battle pa tion credit, campaign "Cermany”,
per 1tr, Hg ETOUSA, AG 200,6 OpGA, 16 2945,

JAMES J. CORRAL
Capt, CE
filstorian
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HEAD UARTERS
BlETH ENCINEER AVIATION BATTALICN

UNIT H Y
APRIL °1945

The month of April 1945 brought an abrupt end tc the period of relative
inactivity of the battalion. In direct contrast to the permanence of the
two preceding months, the coming of April brought with it an unprecedented
series of movemenis, resulting in the scatteriny of units of the command
into various secliona of Cermany on many diverse missions. At no other tinme
during the history of the unit had movement been so frequent and over such
distances as during this month,

On 2 April the battalion was relieved of further responsibility for F=R{,
Only the construction of a Butler Hangar and routine maintenance prior o
turning over of the field to the 262nd Engr Avn Bn continued. (n theesaue
date that the battalion was relieved Company C was on the move, Thd bailelfn
had been asaigned the completion of I1-54 at Duren. Company C wag given the
task and sssumed responsibility for the field, 97% complete, frgh the“®zbtn

Engr Avn Bn. The field was completed on & April but Compary £ Mecaiged at
the station on meintenance, y :

One week later Company A was ordered to leave Busbgch,’ Tie regiment had
decided to establish a reilhead al Sinzig, Cermany, on %uf lijgne, ic supply
construction materials for fields east of the rivery” Wuewstfis organizalion
was assigned the responsibility for operation of peiihead, Company A was
designatled for Lhe task. The company moved from. fto 8inzig on 9 April.

In order to better coordinate the opergtisg of the railhead and to improve
comunications witii the regluent on the ‘:&jib of the lhine, it was decided
to establish an advanced CP for the ba n & Sinzigz. On 12 April, Yajor
Minahan, Kajor Bauer, Capt, Corral and oAldll, with s detachment of
nessage center, S-3 and 5-4 personnedy, esiabliBhed the planned CF in the
Reinisher Hof in Sinzig., Only opefations weré conducted from Lie location,
with adednd strative functions eontifuing from battalion headquariers at
Eschiweiler.

Cn the same date Compafly 5"wa® also on the move. The company had been
ordered to !i~12, near r‘gaiﬁ, sor construction on the field, then assi ned to
the 820th Engr Avn Bn. Qeuplry B was attached to the 220th Engr Avn Bu for
operations only agd moved W its new stalion on 12 April.

Shortly| mrwx, the battelion, except for Company 3 and Company A,
hegan a movement of alumost 40O miles to Merseburp, Germany. Amidst changes of
orders and plang agd a critical transpertation situation, on 15 April Gattalion
Headquarters, thé wedical Detachuent and available detachments of leadquarters
& Service Company commenced the mcve. Considerable confusion was encountered.
kost units found their way to overnight shelter at Cottingen, Gerzany, whene
Capt. Younie, Headjuarters & Service Company Commander, had located quarters
under previous orders and plans. The following day battalion headquarters and
the Medical Detachment, plus a platoon of Company C, took station at the

SECEEL
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Basic: Page 2 of Unit iHistory, Ho, 818th Engr Avm Bn, APril 1945.

Merseburg Alrdroms. The field was marked as R-3l and made operationa: on
16 April, Battalion Headquarters was established and was occupied in
coordinating the scatlered units of the command. Company C's platoon was
immediately put to the task of marking and maintaining S & E fields in the
vieinity,

By 21 Aporil, Headouarters & Service Company, less the heavy ecuipment
gection which remained in Eschweiler, and Company C were also established
in Kerseburg. lHeadquarters & Service Company was limited to routine duties.
Company C, however, was assigned duties of marking and maintaining S & E
strips over a wide area. R-32 at kothen and /-52 at Leipzig/Mockau were
marked and became operational 18 April and 27 April 1945. A field in the
viecinity of Chemnitz could not be marked as ordered as the field was still
in eneny hands. Company C w&s also sssigned the missicn of mainteinin
#=1€ - folleda, R-19 = Hordhausen, H-20 - Esperstedt, 5i-23 - Altenbur,

E-2 = Langensalza, fi-4 = Cotha, F=7 - éeimar, H~1l - Bacliwege, F-22 = joul o,
which was accomplished b stationing small detachments on the fields |

Orders for further movewent were received on 27 April. The futtal¥eh was
sssigned the mission of taking cver the comstructicn of a TAD gt W56, Cascel~
Valdau, from the 816th Engr Avn Bn. Cn 27 April Company B, sW&.Uicié® atl
Winterburen, moved to the site. Battalion Headguarters foldgowed§ on 28 April
and Headquarters & Service Company and the Ledical Detacifient moved on the
followinz day. One platocn frow “oupany A was also crdered toff-96 from Sinzi
to work on the TAD. The remainder of Company A and FCudan“€ remained on
assigned dutiss., The 81l6LlL Engr Avn Un was relieved\of construction by the
battalion on 27 April. =

Other minor nissions were also accomplighedNdurinz the mo
assignments as the waiing of reconnaissance rénort® on certain
the reconnoitering of iwo Jernan cezent glaRts M the guarding of
Jjet planes, at Merseburg were zlsc carriéd dubsgy the unit,

ntl
3

Among personnel changes contirffed apresfously. "hile the naual losses
were sustained, the transfer of enlised men to infaniry unils was discontinued.
Only three men, special caaoa, frepl lo ir this fashion, The change in this
policy is reflected in an ingreRfe of enlisted -ire £ 37 pver the previcus
month, Deuldes xe;-'.)c;":x..ﬁ d eceTve
received diredt frou the Jritef —®ates. Tle; ¢ ted, in senersl, of
lzited assignment personNgl Yrox overhead irstallatiors in the states.

I conbat unit others were alss

ore thay rﬁx.“ changes occurred among ' f n 11 April,
Capt. Lec G. Iolnc‘ receiveld or he 243rd Engr v
Bn (par 5, Cad ,'?:. r'..:l‘.',’,‘. e’ the Juties of
Chaplain, 1lst h. ﬁ.un Z ‘J.iu, C1100407, CB, reported tc the ,r“ on DS
from the £26th Bngr Avn BEa (par 5, SC 101, Hq 922nd Engr Awvn Tegt, iprid
1945). He was temporarily assigned the duties of Platoon Commander “4n Comp any
A, pending his persanent transfer tc the unit to replace lst Lt, larris,

who was tc be resssigned tu the 020Lh Engr Avn On, On 20 April the cervices

k2 L
- - =
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Basic; Page 3 of Unit History, Hq, 818th Engr Avn Bn, April 1945.

of two other offiocers wers lost to the battalion. Capt. Hill, Battalion
8-4, was detailed on DS with the Office of the Director of Intelligence,
Hg USSTAF (par 3, S0 23, liq Engr Cmd (Prov), 28 Apr 1945), and Lt, kerbitz,
of Company A, waa sent on DS with the 3rd EBngr Avn Brig (Prov) (par 3, S0
108, Hq 922nd Bogr Avn Fegt, 26 Apr 1945). Lt. Brown assumed the dutiee
of Battalion S-i4.

A new officer, 2nd Lt, Stephen E. Greaham, 08272008, CE, joined Lhe unit
on & April (per 1, %0 89, Hq IX Engr Cad, 1 Apr 1945). He was sssigned to
Company C as a platoon commapder and Lt, Betts became the company's aduini-
strative officer.

2nd Lt. Joe V. Wingo, 01111448, CE, and 2nd Lt. James C. Reid, 02048753,
MAC, received promctions to lst Lt, (par 8, 80 82, lq, USSTAF (Main), 1 Apny
1945)

The events during the month were of 2 nature to keep the morale @gf theg

unit at a satisfectory level, Despite the policy of mor~fraternizaiiom, tihe
decrease in quotas of passes to Brussels, Paris, and leaves to thg iivie¥a,
the general lack of recreatiocnal facilities in Cermany, penetrgtiap of
Germany itself presented many items of interest. First contatt wilNGernan
eivilians, foreign laborers in the Seich, the observation of Na®i Germany

at first hand, plus such items as the new jet planes comp#nsgted Somewhat for
the lack of facilities., Once again, movement to new placag, esgbecially closer
to the scens of action, had lts aiventages. Oenerally &nio¥fable juvarters,
of the permanent type, with facilities that had not Beef abundart in previcus
months, also tended to make life wmore pleasant.
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AD-UARTERS
ENGINCER COMMXAND (PRCV)
US STRATEGIC AI% FORCES 1IN EUROPE
A70 126, US APMY

SPECIAL O 7 April 1945

st

5. CH (CAPT) LEO 5 MOENCH OL907L9, 2L3d Bngr Avn En is placed on DS
WP 219th ®Bngr Avn Bn for dy aes Ch, Upon c-apl 7S vill ret proper orgn.
'y KT, EDCME 11 Apr 4S.

BY COMEIAND OF PRICADIFR CGENERAL

s/J % Stephenscon

t/J B STRPHFYSON
Majar, AGD
Adjutant Cereral
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HEADUARTERS
922ND ENGINEER AVIATION EEGIVENT

SPECIAL ORDER3
NUKBE: 101

EXIRACT

5. 13T LT POHDAN ZOBXIW 91100407 £26th Engr Avn Bn is placed on DS
and WP 818th Engr Avn Bn and upon comple of DS will ret proper orgn.
BDCMR 20 Apr LS.

BY ORDER OF LIZUTENANT CCLONEL ARMSTRCNG:

OFFICIAL: HURRAY ¥ e
Captaln, 9
Ad jutant

s/Murray M
L/MURRAY ¥
Captain,
AdJutant
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28 April 1945

3. Fol officers orgn indicated are placed on I3 for 90 deys and "P
H. U5 Strztecic Adr Porces in Eurcpe reporting upon arrival thereat to Dir
of Intelligence, Cfficers will carry full flel: aquip, WUpon compl DS

i1l ret proper cr n. 3 by 4T or rall 20-114 P 432-02 A 212/50425. mth
vG0G U5 Strategic Alr Feress in Furcpe 27 ipr 45. EDCME 30 ipr LS.

LILL 0412355 CE %12th Engr Avn Bn

CAPT LAUDCK SILL

P AL IAANTER ATNYRAL PETVAN

1 7EERCOTT

Colonel, CE

s/l. D Zentuire
t/k D ZEYDIRE
Captain, AGD
Asst Ad] Cen
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EAD UARTTRS
1X ENGINEER COMMAND

SPECIAL ORDERS
KUMBER 89

1. Pol officers are reld fr asgut to Hg IX Bngr Cmd are s=yd
indicated and P regte indicated to amait T to unit to which aspd
KT or rail &0-114 P 431-02 A 212/50425. EDCMR: 3 Apr 45.

2D LT STEPHER E GRAHUK
BY COMMAND CF B

CFFICIAL:

s/k D Zentaire
t/R D ZENTXIRE
Captein, ACD
Asst Ad] Gen
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s o st 4D
JIALBS SIGATECIC alii FURCES
ik BUIUFE (#AIN)

CUkdi HOING GENERAI

Ee U, 44 Bugiueesr Coawand, iisted below e.e Ji, tesporal’ |y promoted
to Lthe @ indicated in ALS w/rans fr dale of this order, (Autu: Cir 9CY

Gy Wil Cptal. ;~, Sy L Adp L
Zod Lt To lsi A

JidBs Co . Jlb, vdUhiT53 =AC Job v ALGGL, UL11{al s
by Cousand 0i Generas Jlanle:

L P.pCUNTIS,
pigadiersCeneral, U.S.A.,
Chief of Staff.

UFF IC1AL:

s/Barris F. 3cherer,

t/HANRIS F. SCHEE
Colonel, AGU.,
Aajutant General,
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:: 13 dun 1945:

TATION BATTALION

13 Jun 1945

1. Organization - Battalion relieved from attachment to 922nd Bngineer
Avistion Regiment and attached to 924th Engineer 4iviation Regiment, 13 Kay
1945. (Assignment and Attachment (rders (No.l4) Hg. Engr Comd (Prov), USSTAF
in Eurcpe, 12 May 1945)

2. Strength, commi ssioned and enlisted - 32 Cfficers, 714 Ei,

3. Lovement - Company A departed Sinzig, Germany, by KT, for pefmaneft
change of station to Cassel Weldau, Germany at 0730 hours 7 May 13kb. Arrived
new station at 1300 hours, same date. Distance travelled 188 mil€s.

Company C departed Merseburg, Germany, by AT, {8 permanent
change of station to Cassel Waldau, Germany st 1000 hours =82 Ly 1945.
Arrived new station at 1800 hours same date. i stance tfavelied 150 miles.

L, Casualties - None.

5. Decorations - The Bronze Star kedal fop Serecbordfous service was
awarded the following personnel per Generad Orfers Mg, 11, Hq. Engr Comd (Prov),
USSTAF in Burope, 9 May 19453 ;

1st Lt William E Bdttsy Jr, 0301787, CE

1/3gt Merton i Goehp¥lgty 39301178, Hg & Serv c
Sgt Charleg(J Salle; 32198658, Company C
Sgt Francisig Spayd, 45255419, Company C

The Soldier's kedal awarded tq following personnel for heroism near Healrath,
Germany on 29 March 1945, p&r S8ctifn II, General Orders lio. 12, Hq. Engr Comd
(Prov), USSTAF in Zur®pe; g liay 19452

Nyt Rerle L Dillie, 35254981, Company c
Tec 3 Ignatius J Steinbugl, 33131295, Company c
Tec 5 Joseph Latulippe, 3221776k, Company C
Tec 5 Gerald i Sullivan, 32757116, ked et

Ffe James J O'Har 32198640, Lied Det
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CARTZERS

818TH ENGINEER AVIATION BATTALICN

Kay 1945

The month of May, though not an active one as far as the primary mission
of the organizeiicn is concerncd, was replete with events of every kind. Of
primsry imporance was the announcement of V-E Day on 9 ¥ay, followed shortly
thereafter by the announcement that the unit was to return to the US when
transportation became available. Jome movement continued, and the battalion
was once again gathered together. The battalion was relieved from attachment
to 922nd Engineer Aviation -iment, to which it had been attached for a year,
and was attached toc 924th Engineer Aviation Degiment. Decorations and
ceremonies were comparatively numerous, and the progrzm of post V-E Day
activities such as discussion groups, athletics, etc., was under way.

The battalion, less most of Company & and all of Compa C, was ghga’Rd
on the construction of a TaD at Airfield Y-96, Cassel ialdau. Befgre the gnd
of the month, the dump at 3inzig was liquidated, Company A rejoindd theWusit.
Company C was relieved of maintainance of the many &3 Strips @y Ge EJTth
Engineer Aviation Battzlion Airborne and alsc was assicned tagks atwisH6.

The mission at Y-96, as originally assigned, was comoleted gn 2 lay 1945 and
the field was put on a maintainance status. The work confisged OF the repair-
ing of one small hanger &nd coaplete reconstruction of a {afgep hanger and a
flight control building, requiring the sheathing ol ¥, 851 wedare feet of wall
space and 55,200 square feet of roof space; the wideRisg of the taxiway with
1,330 cubic yards of concrete and the grading ingidertel gfhereto; the exten-
sion of runway and taxiway with 194,625 squgre feetWef PSP and the erection
of one 250bb gas tank.

Presentation ceremonies were the orderNof Bhe month. Cn 2 lay, detachmentis
of the battalion participated in a regimeplAl presentation ceremony at Airfield
R-12, Cassel-Fothwsston. T/5gt LeryPnNi Heghhildt, Tec 5 William L Duncan were
presented with the Bronze star Neddl, =n® CdlsAnthony J Reo with the Soldier's
liedal by Brig Gen. James 3 Newmameat % regimental ceremony at Airfield Y-%0,
Frankfurt, on 10 Xay. At a baftadon Beremony at Y-96, Col. 3Zric Dougan,
Commanding Cfficer, lst Engihedg Avif tion Brigade, presented the Soldier's
Kedal to Tec 5 Joseph gataliBoe, w€e 5 Ipnatius Steinbugl, and Pfc James J
O'Hara, and the Bronze &ar a9l to lst Lt William E Betts, Jr., Sgt Charles
J Gallo, Sgt Francis C Spiyd, 3¢t Albert DeGregory and Pfc Vincent A DiCarlo.

The enliffie® sthength of the battalion decreased during the month.
Twenty men off Rur loygh in the ZI were dropped from the rolls of Lhe unit when
it was learned Shad they would not return. An additional 10 men were retux ned
to the ZI on tHe.bafls of their Adjusted 3Service ratings. It was expected
that further losses would occur as quolas for return of personnel with high
point scores were assizned to the battslicn.

The strength of the officers, however, increased during the month with
the assignment of Capt. John U Koning, 0491451, Ch C as Battalion Chaplain
(par 2, SO 4€, Hq. Engr Comd (Prov), USSTAF in Burope, 23 May 1945). Chaplain
loench was relieved from US and returned to 843rd Engineer Atviation Battalion.

wl=
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Service Company and

tremendous impetus wi the announcement

The morale cf
7zI for demoblization. This information

that the unit w:s Lo ury
following the announcemen f 1 Day, was the one thing .t couls
efiect the morale of mmand in & favorable manner. althoug!
members of battalion had accumulated better than the necessary
for return =nd discharge, the previous announcement that the unit
tined for direct shipment to the CBI had hung like a cloud over the persomnel.
lorale was high, in spite of the lack of recreational facilities, chiefly

the non-fraternization policy. Passes and furloughs were allowed
for only 15% of the personnel. They included visits to Paris, the Liviera,
d the batt:lion rest home in Esneux, Belgium. The facilities at

Brussels
the cuotas allowed were not

these are that could be desired, but
sufficient under the circumstances.

For personnel not on pass, recrealion wes limited.

movies. A program of athleti imm fishing, etc
tion of a day room and bar installed, cor
construction duties. Every a ) as ma to decrease the haffdicps fo

the non-fraternization ix

recreation caused b}
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1, Effective 13 ka) 5, th 1Eth Engineer
the £20th Engineer Aviation Ba 1 re relieved
to the 92<d Engineer Avi att
neer Aviation Heglment.

2, Zffect
relieved from f

Engine
egiment.

neer ayifNgion

. > abbi - 1 s riflaRaiMme

elieved yin further a 1en Lo the i ,.uiy..!L*»A‘,"l«;
nd (PRt ) , J)S

(Prev) and
Forces in Europe,

En-ineer Aviation Brigade (Prov,.
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IRS5I JTENANT ] i E BE . 7 ) nzineers,

fngineer Avis n Ba linited States Ar: Fer meritorious

connecti ilitery ope April 1945 to 23 April
Sergeant Charles J Gallo 3219%€ 31

Aviation Batizlicn, United 3t

tion with md.itary operations

Technical  Sergeant
3th Bngineer Aviztion Batlall

!“L" -

service in connection witn

1945,
Sergeant Frencis C Spayd 35255 ingineers, £18§h Engineer
Aviation B lion, United 5t “or meritoricus #€TYicAin ccnnec-
3 to 20 .HJ.'.;.- 'LA‘Q:/.

1

tion with milit

Zenta

N .
L/ ) LENL
Captain,

asst Ad)
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13 Kay 1945

Jection II
Awards of Soldier's ledal

By direction of the President under the provisions of the act of Congress
approved 2 July 1926 (Builetin 8 War Department 1926) and in accordance with
authority delegated by the Jar Depertment a Scldier's Medal is awarded to the
following enlisted men:

Sergeant Merle L Dillie 35254981 Corps of Engineers, 218th Engineer
Aviation Battalion, United States Army. For heroisa displayed on 29 Mamgh
1945 near Healrath, Germany. Sergeant Dillie, with the help of anotheyf
soldier, succeeded in rescuing a wounded civilian from a heavily minedW\fieldh
Though fully cognizant of the danger involved and without regard fgr histewn
life, Sergeant Dillie and a fellow soldier cleared a path 100 yayds long to
reach two civilians, one of whom was wounded. ifter successfudly cdmmying
one wounded civilian to safety, Sergeant Dillie returned to rescue another
wounded civilian from the field and in doing so stepped onfa @ine%and fell
severely wounded. The couragecus action displayed by Sergeafit Jillie is
representative of heroism and devotion to duty in keep#fig, with/the highest
traditions of the armed forces of the United States. Eptered military service
from Indiana.

Technician Fifth Grade Joseph Latulippe 32219764 Corps of Engineers,
£18th Engineer Aviation Battalion, United Stat®s spmy. For hercism displayed
on 29 March 1945 near Healrath, Germany. gféthnitjan Fifth Grade Latulippe
without regard for his own life or safety sugteeded, with the help of another
soldier in rescuing a wounded soldieryfmom @ Heayily mined field. Although fully
aware of the great danger involved affter WeeipgMwo of his comrades wounded by
mines while attempting rescue, Teghni8an rifth -Grade Latulippe nevertheless
entered the field and with the hWelpPof #nother soldier, carried the wounded man
to safety. The couragecus acgiopfdigplayed by Technician Fifth Grade latulippe
s representative of heroism and Revbtion to duty in keeping with the highest
traditions of the armed forceSvofythe United States. Entered military service
from lew York.

Private Fiffsis Class James J O'Hara Jr 32198640 ledical Corps, 2l8th
Engineer Aviatfidn Battalion, United States Army. For heroksm displayed on
29 March 1745 weax Hgelrath, Germany., Private First Class ('Hara, without
regard for his Bun 1ife or safety succeeded with anocher soldier in rescuing
a wounded soldier from a heavily mined field. Althoughfully aware of the great
danger involved after seeing two of his comrades wounded by mines while
attempting rescue, Private First Class ( ‘Hara nevertheless entered the field
and after applying a tournicuet to the wounded soldier's legs, carried him to
safety with the help of another soldier, The couragecus action displayed by
Private First Class ('Hara is representative of hercoism and devotion to duty in
keeping with the highest traditions of the armed forces of the United States.
Zntered military service from New York.

/over
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Technician Fifth Grade Ignatius J Steinbugl 33131295 Corps of Engineers,
gleéth Engineer Aviatian Battalion, United States Armmy. For heroism displayed
on 29 arch 1945 near Healrath, Germany:; Technician Fifth Grade Steinbugl,
with the help of another soldier, succeeded in rescuing a wounded civilian
from a heavily mined field. Though fully cognizant of the danger involved
and without regzrd for his own life, Technicien Fifth Grade Steinbugl and a
fellow soldier cleared a path 100 yards long-to reach two civilians one of
whom was wounded. After one civilian had been rescued, the soldier with
Technician Fifth Grade Steinbugl stepped cn a mine and fell severely wounded
Aware of his danger of extra weight which would-ezsily set off deeply buried
mines, Technician Fifth Grade Steipbugl lifted the wounded soldi
back and carried him to safety. The couragecus action dis
Technician Fifth Grade Steinbugl is entati {
to duty in keepinz with the highest traditions of
United 3tates, Entered military service fron Fennsj}

Technician rifth Grade Cer
Engineer Aviation Battalion, U 3 | For ; s B3 o) %

Healrath, Germ: echr 1 Fifth G > an, Mitiut
rd for his cwn life or saf unded \goldigr
i stepped on 2 mine while attempti < : ed ci?iliNugif
ily mined field. altiough fully cc zant of i igvRlved
Technician Fiith CGre 1
administer first zid
placing

reprgfopt Niy€ of
i S

; stepped on a mine, sustainin y 11
layed by Technicisn rifth Grade Suilivan is
and devotion to duty in keeping with tie nishest ns cf the
of the United Stutes. ISnlered militea: iglersey.
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SPECIAL CRDES a s
NUKBIR L8 EXTRACT

2. CAPT (CH) JOHN W KONING O491L51 is reld fr asgmt tc 937th Zngr Avn
Cam Bn and DS w/ 8léih Engr Avn Bn, asgd and WP fléthmfngr ivn Bn, TDN by XT
mil acft or rail 60-114 P 431-02 A 212/50425. EDCMR 20 kay L5.

BY COMLAND COF BRIGADIER GENERAL NEVMAN:
OFFICIAL: I D ZENTWIRE

Captain, AGD
Asst AdJj Cen

s/R D Zentmire
t/R D ZENTMIRE
Captain, ACD
Asst Adj Gen

.
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sgcRgr ENGR-217-H
AUTH: CO IX EC )T un €
mit: Zbeld =
DATE: 15 Jul.45 ¥

HEADZUARTERS
818TH ENGINEER AVIATION BATTALION

AP0 126, U.S. Army
15 July 1945 3

UNIT HISTORY &
T, JUNE 1945

1. Organization - Negative.

2, Strength, commissioned and enlisted - 32 Of ficers, 696 BM,

3, Movement - Company B departed Cassel Waldau, Germany, by KT for
permanent change of station to Rothwesten, Germany, at 0800 hours, 20sduneVl945.
Arrived new station at 0900 hours same date. Distance travelled 11 (miles,

L. Casualties — Pfc. Abraham Margolin, 32427322, Headguarfers & Sérvice

Company was a non-battle casualty on 6 June 1945, when he died fyom injuries
received by the overturning of a captured enemy vehicle.

VA

. Decorations - None.

W EpBEMIS J
1st &t,
Historian

SECRET
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818TH ENGINEER AVIATION BATTALION
UNIT HISTORY
JUNE 1945

The month of June found the battalion together again, and situated in
quarters of comparative luxury. Only Company B moved and then towards the
latter part of the month for the short distance of eleven miles to Airfield
R-12, Rothwesten, Germany. For a period of one week, each afternoon was
devoted to organized athletics and intra-company as well as inter-company
competition in baseball, softball, and volleyball. Only after additional
work commitments were scheduled for the battalion, was the athletic and
educational program lasting for the full afternoon each day discontinued.
Swimming facilities were provided at the nearby river and each evening
found many men partaking of this pleasure.

An enlisted men's club was authorized by Major Minahan and the Endisted
Men's Council was selected to operate the club and make any suggestions to
the Battalion Commander which might benefit the men of the battalism. The
club was planned and constructed solely by enlisted personnel and \proved to
meet the requirements of a club in every respect., The bar with tallessend
chairs was most spacious. The club also included table tennis for the
parlor athletes.

The entire battalion was at the first of the monthwengaged in the
construction of the TAD at Airfield Y-96, Cassel Waldauysbut before the end
of the month Company B together with the necossu% hea¥y equipment from
Headquarters & Service Company moved to Airfield/R- Rothwesten, Germany,
to take over the maintenance and repair of the airfield to meet A(Fstandards.
Also two men of Company B were sent to R-17 Bottingen, Germany, to supervise
civilians on routine maintenance of the ajffield, rk at Y-96 included
covering 28,980 square feet of roof and 6,750 sguare feet of wall with
sheathing on Hanger B-3. Also repairg-were effected on Hanger B-6 but this
project was later abandoned as the 18ying of (Heésian and PSP on 19 hard-
standings took priority. 77,400 squaxe feet of PSP and an equal amount of
Hessian were laid on this projegf.)Thé,placing of 42,767 square feet of
concrete was also accomplished Whith gncluded the widening and ccnstruction
of new taxiways. Routine maintenanc€ was carried on simultaneously with the
work mentioned above ad well™@s.new road construction.

On Airfield B=12, Company B very nearly completed the construction of a
control tower afid th® access road to the tower was completed. Hanger repair
involving the fcgveringjof 13,362 square feet of roof with sheathing and 564
square feet with\lesgign was accomplished. Deterioration of PAP at the
northwest end of, rufmgy, R-12, necessitated the closing down of the runway
for four days in &fder to effect repairs, Construction at this point was
hampered by rain. The work consisted of the rolling baek of 450 feet of
PAP, the full width of rumway, the excavation of soft spots and backfilling
with rock; the placing of a 3 inch rolled blanket of added ballast, and
covering with Hessian and relaying of PAP. Grading of the shoulders,
establishment of better drainage facilities, and repairs to fencing on R-12
was alsc accomplished.

e
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Basic: Unit History, £18th Engr Awn Bn, 15 July 1945, contd.

There were no presentation ceremonies during the month nor were any
decorations or awards made to the unit or individuals.

The enlisted strength of the battalion decreased during the month as the
first stages of redistribution of men within the IX Engineer Command began.
Thirteen men were returned to the Zone of Interior on the basis of their
Adjusted Service Ratings and an additional three men were returned for overage.
It is expected that further loses will occur among persornel with high point
scores, however, distribution of persomnel from other organizations should
offset this losse

The strength of officers remained unchanged with no officer personnel
either being assigned or relieved of assignment with the battalion.

First Iieutenant William E. Betts, Jr., 0301787, was relieved of
assignuent with Company C and assigned the primary duty of BattalionsAdjutant

in anticipation of a transfer from the organization for Captain Jamés J.
Corral, 01100056. Captain Corral was relieved of duties as Adjut@ntien
30 June 1945.

The morale of the unit was excellent with the thought always in mind that
the battalion is destined for return to the Zone of Interfer feor demobilization
and discharge, Passes and furloughs also played their papt in keeping morale
high as did the nightly movies, swimming, and the athletic pfograms. The pass
quotas remained unchanged and seemed insufficient dnder the circumstances.
Another factor to stimulate morale was the published informstion that shipping
is considerably ahead of schedule which should/reflect”in the time of departure
of the organization. The policy of non-fraternization was much discussed but
there were no violations by members of the battalion reported.

SECRET
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